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Kelly, Eicher Win In 
Sayreville

In a very close election for two seats 
on the Borough of Sayreville Council, 
Republican Kenneth P. Kelly Sr. racked up 
the most votes with 7,625, and Democrat 
Lisa Buchanan Eicher totaled 7,456 to gain 
the second seat.  Democrat Jorge "George" 
Gonzalez was close behind with 7,422, and 
Republican Ron Green received 7,229 votes.  
The final official tally is expected to follow 
the counting of provisional votes.

President elect, Barack Obama got 
8,903 votes, John McCain 7,511 and Ralph 
Nader 128.

Dems Win In South 
Amboy

In South Amboy's only contested race 
for a 2nd Ward Council seat, Democrat 
Mark Noble defeated Republican David 
Longenhagen Jr. 598-298.  Unchallenged 
and 1st Ward Incumbent Democrat Council-
man Russell Stillwagon piled up 671 votes.   
3rd Ward Councilman and war hero John 
F. O'Connell, who was also uncontested, 
chalked up 866 votes.

President elect, Barack Obama defeated 
John McCain 1,780-1,634, while Ralph 
Nader got 26 votes.

Democrats Rule 
County

Longtime Board of Freeholder, Demo-
crat David B. Crabiel,  newcomer Millie 
Scott, and Ronald Rios were victorious 
over Republican challengers for Freeholder 
seats.  The two, 3-year seats were claimed 
by Crabiel, who was the top vote-getter with 
160,430, and Scott registered with 156,145 
votes.  Republicans Lynda Woods Cleary got 
98,011 and Daniel Kerwin 93,659.  Democrat 
Ronald Rios claimed the 1-year unexpired 
Freeholder seat by easily defeating Republi-
can Robert Thuring 135,893 to 80,234.

Pallone Re-Elected
Democrat Frank Pallone Jr. was elected 

for his 11th term to the House of Repre-
sentatives from the 6th District, by hand-
ily defeating Republican Robert McLeod 
121,762-57,105.

Poll Chosen 
Administrator

Michael Poll of Sayreville has been 
serving as temporary administrator of Sacred 
Heart School since October 27, replacing 
new principal Susan Keating, who resigned 
after a few weeks into the school year.  Sacred 
Heart Pastor, Rev. Joseph Romanoski, hired 
Poll, who most recently was principal of St. 
Mary Elementary School in South Amboy 
from 2006-07.  Romanoski is currently 
working with the Diocese of Metuchen to 
find a permanent principal.

Poll, who was retired, started as a Math 
teacher in Metuchen, and then at Hoffman 
High School for 17 years.  He went on 
to become Business Administrator in the 
South Amboy and later Sayreville school 
districts. 

Saluting the flag during "The Star Spangled Banner" on Veterans Day at memorial services 
held in front of Borough Hall are (l-r) Past Commander of Amercian Legion Post 211, 
Sayreville, Ed Pietraszka, President of Ladies Auxiliary Post 4699 of Sayreville, Lorraine 
Rock, and Commander Larry Doyle of American Legion Post 211, Sayreville.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard) 

Chrissy Keir (seated l) signs her letter of 
intent to the University of Charleston, West 
Virgina as her mother Karen Brown (seated 
right) and (standing l-r) Lyn Ust, Cardinal 
McCarrick Varsity Girls Basketball Coach, 
Jean Kline, CM Principal and Gil Pritchard, 
CM Athletic Director look on. (Photo by Brian 
Stratton)

Keir signs 4 year scholarship
Cardinal McCarrick High School senior 

basketball player Chrissy Keir has signed a 
four year scholarship to the University of 
Charleston in West Virginia.

Chrissy helped lead Cardinal McCarrick 
to their first varsity girls GMC championship 
during the ̀ 07-08 season, where she was also 
placed on the third team “All County”.

“It’s a real blessing.” Says  Chrissy.  “I 
am just overwhelmed and filled with a lot 
of excitement. I am really looking forward 
to playing in the West Virginia area.” Coach 
Lyn Ust adds, “I am very excited for Chrissy 
receiving a scholarship from Charleston, 
WV.  She lives, eats and breathes basketball 
so all her hard work has paid off. She is a 
tremendous kid and it has been wonderful 
coaching her these last 3 years.” 

The university first caught a glimpse of 
Chrissy while she was playing in the AAU 
junior national tournament last summer. 
Chrissy has been playing in the AAU for 
many years and has had most of her education 
in the Cardinal McCarrick Building.

“Making the choice of attending the 
University of Charleston was very easy. 
They were the team that showed me the most 
interest, and thus I was the most interested in 
them”, Keir adds.  She will bring a commit-
ment and dedication that comes only within 
the players of Cardinal McCarrick, “I want 
to add what I can to the team to help them 
win, plain and simple.”

However her Journey at CMHS has yet 
to be finished as she hopes to recapture the 
GMC crown and go undefeated in her con-
ference. “Since Chrissy signed early, there 
is not pressure on her and now she can have 
fun and enjoy her senior season” Lyn Ust 
says. Coach Ust believes that this year will 
bring a new Challenge to Cardinal McCar-
rick, “We are a young team this upcoming 
season with only 3 seniors - Chrissy Kier, 

Jessica Costa and Vicky Puccio. We moved 
up a division and now compete in the white 
– since I’ve been here my teams have been 
undefeated in the blue division (64-0), but 
now we need to be more focused in the more 
completive white division.We are excited 
to be competing in the white and looking 
forward for the season to start.

Cardinal McCarrick has been offering 
a Catholic High School education for young 
men and women since 1885.  The Girls 
Basketball and other winter sports calendar 
is available on the school’s website www.
cardinalmccarrick.com.

For more information,
Please contact Mike Valenzano at (732) 

721-0748 Ext. 244

South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary is joined by Veterans and Cub Scouts during the 
Veterans Day Memorial Service at City Hall. (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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Hero-World War II hero and former Borough of Sayreville Recreation Director, Mickey Sedlak 
smiles proudly as a new sign is unveiled to honor him at the Mickey Sedlak Recreation 
Center.  There are two purple hearts and two bronze stars on the sign, as a tribute for his 
bravery and heroism during WW II.  In addition, Mickey received many other ribbons, medals 
and honors for his outstanding military service.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.This former Sayreville resident was a 

member of the U.S. National champion and 
World Cup Diving team?  a.Ellen Wallace 
b.Reyne Borup c.Sue Jabolonski

2.Editor-In-Chief of St. Mary's "Crown" 
school newspaper in '69?  a.Susan Coman 
b.Marjorie Zalewski c.Virginia Curato

3.This world renowned local actor 
recently starred in the movie "Journey To 
The Center Of The Earth?"  a.Jon Bon Jovi 
b.Julio Cruz c.Greg Evigan

4.South Amboy's City Attorney in 
1966?  a.John Mullane b.James Higgins 
c.John Everitt

5.In '79, this motel was located on Rt. 35, 
Morgan?  a.California b.Pearl c.Du-Vol

6.He was not a South Amboy Council-
man At Large in 1973?  a.Robert Leslie 
b.Stanley Jankowski c.Theodore Lewan-
doski

7.Sayreville's Construction Official in 
1979?  a.John Zollinger b.Danny Napoleon 
c.Fred Neuholz

8.President of the South Amboy PTA 
in '72?  a.Virginia Stillwagon b.Heidi Lewis 
c.Norma Toth

9.This fuel oil company was located in 
Melrose in 1973? a.Standowski b.Derent  
c.Swan Hill

10.Re-elected Commodore of South 
Amboy Boat Club in 1977?  a.Burk Lam-
bertson b.Joe "Scoop" McCarthy c.Tom 
O'Brien

11.Jon Bon Jovi grew up in what section 
of Sayreville?  a.Oak Tree Village b.Laurel 
Park c.Sherwood Forest Estates

12.What year did the South Amboy 
Arena open?  a.1956 b.1958 c.1964

Answers
1b 2c 3c 4a 5a 6b 7a 8c 9a 10b 11c 

12b.

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Nice Job, Jim!
South Amboy's senior building and 

maintenance worker/former Fire Chief Jim 
Charmello, has been doing an outstanding 
job painting City Hall, mostly a pale yellow, 
with detailing in darker yellow and sienna 
brown.  It looks terrific!
Evigan Stars On TV

South Amboy native and Sayreville 
War Memorial HS graduate, Greg Evigan 
co-starred on Hallmark Channel's new 
production of "Mail Order Bride" on Nov. 
8th.  Daphne Zuniga was Evigan's co-star in 
the drama which was set in Boston during 
the 1880's. 
Field Writes Book

Parlin resident Joan E. Field has au-
thored and published a new book, "A Year 
of Fun and Fantasy: Poetry That's Silly and 
Serious for All Kinds of Kids."  The tome 
can be purchased on line through Amazon; 
Barnes & Noble; Borders; iuniverse.  Con-
gratulations and best of luck, Joan!
McKeon Chosen Grand Knight

Bill "Biff" McKeon, formerly of South 
Amboy and Sayreville has recently been 
elected the 2009 Grand Knight for St. John 
Daylight Knights of Columbus Council in 
Daylight, Indiana.  He is a Past Grand Knight 
of K of C Council #65, Evansville, Indiana, 
and was asked by his pastor to start a new 
council.  McKeon went out and signed 52 
members to the new Daylight K of C!  Way 
to go "Biff!"
In Memoriam

Frank Roginski, 89, of Sayreville died 
on Oct. 18.  He was a conductor for Rari-
tan River Railroad for 35 years, retiring in 
1981.  Stella Dubleski, 94, formerly of South 
Amboy died on Oct. 19.  She was a very 
kind lady with a good word for everyone.  
John Skorka, 84, of Sayreville died on Oct. 
19.  He won a Purple Heart in WW II, and 
worked 46 years for JCP&L.  He was also 

continued on page 3
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Vincenzo (l) and Anna Covello (r) are pictured at their very beautiful and popular 
Covello's Italian Seafood Restaurant at 1792 Route 35 North in South Amboy.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Covello's Italian Seafood Restaurant

Covello's Italian Seafood Restaurant, 
owned by Anna and Vincenzo Covello, has 
been satisfying patrons from generation 
to generation in the Sayreville area for 30 
years.  Located at 1792 Route 35 North in 
South Amboy, the outstanding restaurant 
features the finest in authentic, homemade 
dishes.  Covello's specializes in Southern 
Italian cuisine, and is well known for its 
seafood dishes such as Lobster & Clams, 
Filet Rollatini, and Stuffed Shrimp.  Deli-
cious appetizers like Clams "Vincenzo" 
(In red or white sauce), Fried Calamari, 
Fresh Seafood Salad, Baked Clams, and 
Asparagus DiParma are crowd favorites.  
In addition to seafood dishes, other popu-
lar entrees include Veal Palermo, Stuffed 
Veal Chop, Grouper Oreganato, and Steak 
"Covello."  Daily entrée specials suggested 
by your server which are not listed on the 
regular menu, include Tripe Livornese, 
homemade Brocioli, plus a vast variety 
of special pasta dishes.  The children's 
menu offers a wide selection of choices 
from pasta and meatballs to chicken fingers 
and fries.  A fresh homemade cannoli, 
cappuccino, or espresso will give a happy 
ending to an enjoyable meal.  Covello's 
features a full bar which includes many 
drink specialties like homemade sangria.  
Also, try one of their popular martinis 
from the separate martini menu.

Covello's also offers a private party 
room with seating for 50 people.  Call for 
party package prices for your next event, 

such as baby or bridal shower, business 
luncheon, grievance, etc.

The top-rated restaurant suggests that 
you plan and reserve now for your holiday 
party, whether big or small.  Covello's 
will be open for your convenience on 
Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve.  
Reserve now!

Party trays are available for your 
next event, and gift certificates are also 
available for the perfect gift!  

Covello's is open Tuesday-Thursday 
and Sunday from noon to 10 p.m., and 
Friday and Saturday from noon to 11 p.m.  
The restaurant is closed on Monday. 

Covello's Italian Seafood Restaurant 
features beautiful décor, and also has a 
cozy, casual and family-oriented atmo-
sphere, perfect for relaxing and dining 
after a long day at work.  The staff is 
attentive and courteous, and is happy 
to help make your dining experience 
at Covello's a pleasant and memorable 
one.  The owners, Anna and Vincenzo 
Covello will personally welcome you 
and make certain everything is perfect for 
your dining pleasure.  Covello's motto is  
"Proudly serving our customers for over 
30 years."

Make your reservation now to stop 
in and try out some of the finest Italian 
specialties around.  Call 732-727-6388 
or 732-967-9999.  Fax: 732-727-7040.  
Website: www.covellorestaurant.com.  

secretary treasurer for the Sayreville 
Industrial Commission.  Joseph Sumski, 
80, of South Amboy died on Oct. 22.  He 
was the owner/operator of J & J Aluminum 
in South Amboy for 58 years.  Joe was a re-
ally great guy with a very positive outlook.  
William Parisen, 80, of South Amboy died 
on Oct. 25.   He was the hard-working and 
dedicated owner of Parisen Aluminum in 
South Amboy for over 50 years.  Dorothy 
Molteg, 82, of Sayreville died on Oct. 27.  
She was a member of the Sayreville Lady 
Dems and served on the Sayreville Housing 

Talk Of The Towns continued from page 2

South Amboy HS held their annual Homecoming Dance on Nov. 14 at the school dining 
room which was transformed into a Tropical Paradise.  The 2008 Royal Court pictured 
left to right are: Freshmen, Nick Biesiada (Prince), Sarah Mako (Princess), Sophomores,   
Steven Breeden (Prince), Van Chi Le (Princess), Juniors, Connor Anderson (Prince), Katie 
VanAllen (Princess), Seniors, Kyle Septor (King) and Hannah Riley (Queen).  (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)

Authority.  Evelyn Lonseth Burkard, 86, of 
South Amboy died on Oct. 30.  She was an 
award-winning baker, famous for her cook-
ies and apple pie, and an outstanding bowler 
who won many trophies during her career.  
Evelyn, was a long-time member of Martha's 
Guild Bread Bakers, and a wonderful lady 
who will be sadly missed.  Charlotte Letts, 
81, formerly of South Amboy died on Oct. 
31.  She was a Customer Service Clerk at 
Foodtown for 42 years, and retired in 1986.  
They will always be remembered for their 
goodness.
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Pictured, l-r: Sayreville Emergency Squad members SES member Kevin Ott, 
Vic and Betty Dubinin, DuPont Plant Manager Dave Steward, SES members 
Stanley Pilch and Ray Skarzynski.  (Photo/Story submitted by Stanley Pilch) 

Yearbook-St. Mary's 1973
By Tom Burkard

St. Mary's Class of '73 kicked into gear 
for their final year during the first week in 
September 1972.  Their car radios probably 
blasted pop tunes of the day such as "Brandy" 
by Looking Glass, and "Black & White" by 
Three Dog Night, as they cruised through 
"The Pleasant Little City."

Father McConnell was pastor and Father 
Erickson was his assistant.  Sister Mary 
Alice Kelsey served as principal.  Popular 
teachers were: LaVerne Wirth, Carol Bo-
hinski, Richard O'Brien, Sister Mary Rose 
Burghardt, John Durr Sr., Sr. Marlene Fritz, 
Janet Mastrangelo, Christine Molson, Sr. 
Agnes Kelly, Toby Prince, Jay Ziznewski, 
Sr. Jerome Adler.

Jeff St. Amour was Student Council 
President.  Senior homeroom presidents 
were: Bella Ryan, Janet Kurtz, Linda Gor-
don, Jamie Hodges, Cathie Bush, Bruce 
Malinowski, Gail Triggs.  Frank Boniewski 
and Charlene Derent were co-editors of the 
yearbook, which was dedicated to Alex Kous 
and Michael Fabiszewski.  Celine Klimowicz 
and Bruce Malinowski were co-editors of the 
school newspaper.  Pam Sutliff was editor-
in-chief of "Blue" the literary magazine.

The 1973 "time machine" recalled the 
Monday night religion classes; the school 
play-"Half A Sixpence," and the Annual 
Christmas Ball, called "Christmas Enchant-
ment." 

On the national scene, former presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson died in January; 
Militant Indians took over Wounded Knee, 
S.D.; Marlon Brando won an Oscar for 
"The Godfather," but refused it; There was 
a meat shortage, and sky-high prices for it 
in the U.S.; Who could forget the energy 
crisis with dim-outs of city lights, and also 
the gasoline shortage, where motorists lined 
up for 60 cents a gallon (Wow!) when they 
could find a station open.  

The Prom was held at the swank Manor 
in West Orange, as students danced to the 

sounds of "The Experience" band.  The boys 
basketball team finished (14-9).  Co-cap-
tains were Rich Krzyzanowski and Austin 
O'Malley.  Lynn Zdanewicz and Debbie 
White were co-captains of the cheerleaders.  
A few top-notch senior athletes were St. 
Amour, John Ruszala, Bob Gering, Mike 
Grabko, John Wortley, and Andy Liyana.

Some of the Class of '73 selected 
randomly included: Marty Bergin, Art 
Burke, Maureen Bulman, Catherine Buse, 
Fred Chodkiewicz, Larry Dibling, The-
resa Doherty, Tom Durski, Jean Durnye, 
Maryellen Dunn, Patti Jo Farrell, Jim Flan-
nery, Jeanine Gundrum, Patricia Halloran, 
Carolyn Jaeger, Joanne Jankowski, Mary 
Kelly, Joan Kenny, Michael Kilcommons, 
Patricia Larkin, Mary Claire Lewandowski, 
Rory McCormack, Kathleen McMahon, 
Gary Malowicki, Joanne Marchuck, Dave 
Margaretta, Darlene Miller, Fred Miller, Jim 
Morrison, Lois Murasko, Christine Norek, 
Deidre Ostrowski, Jack Pawlowski, Juan 
Perez, Alyson Pratico, Kathy Randall, Carol 
Ann Rice, Billy Ryan, Jerry Schaber, Carol 
Sherry, Tim Sieber, Ken Stockton, Andrea 
Szraga, Phil Tranotti, Tom Vanni, Debbie 
White, Gene Witkowski, John Wortley.

In early June of 1973, the seniors gradu-
ated, and Paul McCartney & Wings topped 
the nation's pop charts with "My Love."  St. 
Mary's H.S. Class of '73 was a most inter-
esting and talented group of teenagers who 
really made a positive mark on society!

Sayreville Emergency Squad Wins Award
The recipient of this year’s Dupont Par-

lin Community Fund award is the Sayreville 
Emergency Squad.  The squad will be using 
the $2,000 award to continue the purchase of 
new state-of-the-art coats for its membership.  
The changeover to new jackets for the squad 
was begun last year with a generous donation 
from the Dubinin family of Sayreville.  Betty 
and Vic Dubinin were devastated by the tragic 
death of their 19-year-old daughter, Sara, in a 
car accident in September 2007.  They were 
so thankful to the Emergency Squad for their 
quick and efficient response to Sara’s crash, 
they decided to give a substantial donation 
to the squad.  Stanley Pilch, a life member 
of the squad, whose step-daughter, Julianne 
Good, was a friend of Sara’s, came up the 
idea of buying new jackets.  He researched 
the design, quality, and value from many 
vendors, and finally decided on new blue 
all-weather coats.  Embroidered on the 
pocket of each jacket are the words, “In 
memory of Sara Dubinin,” a fitting tribute 
to the Sayeville teen who lost her life much 
too soon.  Pilch, an employee of DuPont 

in Parlin, didn’t want the transition to new 
gear for the squad to stop with the initial 
batch of coats.  So when he realized that his 
employer was offering the Community Fund 
award, he decided to apply for it.  He knew 
that DuPont had always been a strong sup-
porter of the Sayreville Emergency Squad, 
and was confident that they would realize 
that their contribution would be ultimately 
be beneficial to the residents of Sayreville 
served by the all-volunteer organization.  
Of the several applications for the award, 
Pilch’s was chosen. DuPont Plant manager 
Dave Steward presented the squad with the 
$2,000 check on Thursday, November 6, at 
the Cheesequake Road plant.  Sara’s parents 
were there to witness the presentation and 
were very grateful to DuPont for sponsoring 
the jackets in memory of their daughter.

Krushinski To Be 
Honored

Sayreville Fire Marshal Kevin Krushin-
ski will be honored on Dec. 18 by the Middle-
sex County Fire Prevention and Protection 
Association as the "County Fire Inspector of 
the Year."  Congratulations, Kevin!
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40th Anniversary-R & R Printing, located at 107 South Stevens Ave., South Amboy, is 
celebrating its 40th Anniversary this year.   Ken Sumski, who is pictured at work on the 
printing press, has owned R & R Printing for the past 6 years.  He began working there in 
1982 for the late Bob Zera, who founded the business in 1968.  R & R's motto is, "Continuing 
the art of fine printing."  Congratulations, Ken!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

There were many St. Mary's High School graduates who entered the religious life following 
graduation.  The above sisters, all SMH graduates, attended the 60th Anniversary Reunion 
of St. Mary's Class of 1948, which also included the graduating classes of 1949-52.  Pictured 
Standing (l-r) Sister Louise Gorka, Sister Mary Gomolka.  Seated (l-r) Sister Marlene Fritz, 
Sister Marilyn Grimley.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

If I Were A Plant
By Al Gomolka Jr.

SA Times Poet Laureate
c.1978

If I were just a houseplant
Resting on some windowsill
With someone to take care of me
With water and sun to my fill
All I'd do is sit there pretty
With nothing but a simple life
Not worrying about hustles and bustles
Or any other human strife
Whatever beauty I might show
Due to my masters' loving me
Some satisfaction she may gain
But that's all I'd need to be
Day to day I'd watch the world
Changing as I'd grow
Time passing so securely
And no boredom would I know
My future I'd not care to know
And no complaints would I
I'd trust my master would be there
And I'd live happy 'til I'd die.

St. Stan's 
Fundraiser

St. Stan's School will be holding St. 
Stan's TGI Friday's Nights on Wednesday 
nights at the Friday's on Route 9 in Old 
Bridge, from 5-9 p.m.  All the patron has to 
do is say that they support St. Stan's School, 
and 20% of the total check from their table 
will be donated to the school.  

The dates for 2009 are Jan. 14, Feb. 11, 
March 11, April 8, May 13, June 10, Aug. 12, 
Sept. 9, Oct. 14, Nov. 11 and Dec. 9. 

Holiday Bazaar
Trinity Methodist Church, 815 Borden-

town Ave., Sayreville/South Amboy is hold-
ing its annual Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, 
Dec. 6 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  On sale will 
be home baked goods, Christmas items, 
Grannie's Attic craft items, "gently used" 
Christmas décor, children's room and more.  
Lunch will be available at noon.  For more 
info call the Church at 732-721-3558.

Christmas Bazaar
St. Stan's H.S.A. will hold a Christmas 

Bazaar on Sunday, Dec. 7 from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at St. Stan's School, 221 MacArthur 
Ave., Sayreville.   The Bazaar will feature a 
50/50, Tricky Tray, large and small raffles, 
children's games, wheels of chance, pic-
tures with Santa.  The lunch menu includes 
pierogies, kielbasa & sauerkraut, noodles & 
cabbage, chicken parmigiana, hamburgers, 
hot dogs, and more!  Come on out.  Play 
games, win prizes and have fun! Sisters In Service 

Dinner
Our Lady of Victory Columbiettes will 

be honoring our religious sisters at the 4th An-
nual "Sisters In Service" dinner on Sunday, 
Nov. 23 at 5 p.m. Mass, with dinner to follow 
at the Victorian Hall, 775 Washington Rd., 
Parlin.  For tickets call Arleen 732-254-2003 
or Diane 732-254-8896, no later than Nov. 
9.  Tickets are $10-adults, and $5-children 
12 & under.

Scouts Attend 
Camporee

Scouts and leaders of Troop 95 of Sa-
cred Heart, South Amboy, attended CNJC"s 
Raritan Bay's Fall Camporee at Fort Hancock 
on Sandy Hook, from Oct. 17-19.  Over 
300 scouts from area troops enjoyed the 
weekends' near perfect weather, except the 
wind!  Activity highlights included a 10-mile 
bike hike, map reading, fishing, orienteering 
trail, geocaching, kite flying, bird watching, 
and a Sunday night campfire.  The visitor 
center and museum were also open, as well 
as tours of the gun batteries.  It was a great 
weekend for all!  If your son is interested 
in joining scouting, contact Scoutmaster 
Marty Ruszala at 732-721-5432 or e-mail us 
at www.Troop95sa.com.  For Cub Scouts, 
contact Cathy Scupp at 732-826-8417.
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In Memoriam

In memory of Paul C. Poetsch (Paige), former 6th Grader teacher at South Amboy Elementary 
School.  Self-discipline and showing consideration for others were only some of the many 
things he exampled to me as a student.  Although his passing will be 40 years ago on 
Dec. 12th, his dedication and kindness can still be remembered by his former students.  
(Photo/information submitted by Bob Hoffman, formerly of South Amboy, now residing at 
Lake Wales, Florida) 

Knightly News
By Steve Schmid

The South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council #426 held its recent Past Grand 
Knights dinner at the Council Home to honor 
Al DiGuilio for his service as Grand Knight 
from 2007-08.  Current Grand Knight Mike 
Ricciardi presented Al a plaque and a Knights 
of Columbus Past Grand Knight jewel to 
thank him for his time and efforts on behalf 
of the Knights.  The attendees enjoyed a 
delicious roast beef dinner, and music of a 
local DJ, while having a great time.

The SA Knights are also holding a Cash 
4 Gold party Tuesday night, Dec. 2 at 7 p.m. 
at the Council, 308 Fourth St., South Amboy.  
People are invited to turn their unwanted gold 
jewelry into cash.  The jewelry can be in any 
condition and includes class rings, bent or 
broken jewelry, unmatched gold earrings, 
tangled gold chains, gold watches, items with 
missing stones, gold pins, broaches, gold 
coins, bracelets, and necklaces.  For more 
info call Maureen at 732-496-2620.

The Knights is also hosting an exciting 

New Year's Eve party Wed., Dec. 31 at the 
Council Home beginning at 8 p.m.  The cost 
of $40 includes buffet, open bar, music, and 
dancing.  Local residents can ring in the 
New Year without having to travel far on 
busy highways, and enjoy themselves at 
an affordable cost.  For more info call Al at 
646-208-3283 or Mike at 917-903-5427.  If 
you are interested in joining Council 426 and 
participating in local activities in the South 
Amboy area, call 732-721-2025.

Pierogi & Blintze 
Sale

St. Stan's Rosary Altar Society is selling 
delicious fresh Pierogi and Blintzes.  Choose 
from various fillings.  All orders must be 
in by Dec. 1st.  For information, call Joan 
at 732-257-7516, Yvonne at 732-257-4634 
or Madeline at 732-257-6510.  Perfect for 
holiday entertainment!  Pierogi- $4.25 per 
dozen; Blintzes-$4.50 per package.  

Help Support 
Sacred Heart 
School!

The 3rd Thursday of every month is 
Sacred Heart Night at T.G.I. Friday’s on 
Route 9 in Old Bridge.  Bring your family 
in for a meal between 5:00pm and 9:00pm, 
and Sacred Heart will receive 20% of your 
bill – it’s that easy! Simply mention to your 
server that you are there for Sacred Heart 
School.

Our next fundraising night is Thursday, 
December 18.  Invite all your friends, and 
we’ll see you at Friday’s!

New Year’s Eve Trip
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring 

a trip to Myrtle Beach from December 29, 
2008 to January 2, 2009. This five day/4night 
trip includes bus transportation, 4 nights ac-
commodations, 4 breakfasts, 2 dinners and a 
show at the Dixie Stampede. Celebrate New 
Year’s Eve with a show at the Carolina Opry. 
Questions or be book this trip contact Jack 
at (732) 254-7263. The OLV Senior Group 
is also sponsoring the following trips:

Christmas Show at the Tropicana – Sun-
day, Dec. 14, 2008

Renault Winery and Trump Plaza Casino 
Trip – Sunday, January 11, 2009

A Day of Fun at Mt. Haven, PA – Mardi 
Gras Party

If you are interested in any of these trips, 
contact Jack at (732) 254- 7263.

Dowdell Youth 
Service Events

Come join us at the 
Dowdell Library 
of South Amboy 
(adjacent to High 
School) for these 
upcoming Youth 
Service events! 
Registration is re-
quired for all activi-
ties, please call or stop by to sign up

Monday December 1st and 29th – TOT 
TIME at 1:30 pm for ages 0 -2. Join us to 
play, sing, and learn at different centers!

Friday December 5th – HOLIDAY 
BINGO at 3:30 pm. Ages 5+. Play to win 
holiday themed prizes!

Wednesdays December 3rd, 10th, and 
31st – STORYTIME for ages 3 -5 at 3:30 
pm. We read, sing, and color based around 
a new theme each week!

Fridays December 12th, 19th, and 26th 
– STORY AND CRAFT for ages 5 and up 
at 3:30 pm. 

Tuesdays December 2nd and 16th 
– KNITTING CIRCLE at 6:30 pm. Learn a 
new hobby from our great instructor, Sarita, 
while making great friends. Stitching is the 
new itch!

Thursday December 4th and 11th at 6:30 
pm are Wii GAME NIGHTS! The 4th will 
be a Smash Brothers Brawl Competition for 
Teens and Adults! The 11th will feature Wii 
Sports for ages 7-12; this is a great time for 
interested beginners! 
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Way Back When

This vintage photo from the early 1900's shows a trolley car coming down South Pine 
Ave. towards the Bordentown Ave. intersection in South Amboy.  (Photo courtesy of Joan 
Mailer)  

Violinist At St. 
Mary's

On Dec. 21 at 8 p.m. Joseph Puglia, 
a young master violinist will return for an 
encore performance as part of the Music 
at St. Mary's Concert Series.  Puglia will 
perform a Bach sonata and two partitas for 
unaccompanied violin.  He is a recent grad 
of Julliard School and is currently studying 
in the Netherlands.

THE BOXCAR
By Elaine Scott

When the “war to end all wars” ended 
in 1918, our brave young soldiers began 
coming home in victory.  As they boarded 
ships to cross the Atlantic Ocean, a deadly 
strain of virus had traveled along with them.  
Known as the Spanish Influenza, it was to 
eventually cause an estimated 50 million 
deaths worldwide.  The most susceptible 
to it were the ones with little immunity: 
the very young, the very old, and women 
weakened by childbirth.  Both of my grand-
mothers had died from the flu, being buried 
with their newborn babes.  This is the story 
of one of them.  Her name was Margrette 
Slover Holton, but everyone had just called 
her Maggie.

A few years ago, Tommy Burkard had 
sent me the book by George Francy called, 
“Images of America, South Amboy.”  On 
page 76, is a photo taken in 1904 of the mem-
bers of the Mechanicsville Hose Company.  
Standing with Frank Guerin, John Salmon, 
Maurice Lucitt, Eugene Dooling (great 
grandfather to my lifelong friend, Rosanne 
Cross Savoi), Chief Thomas Lovely, Andrew 
Wyler, Richard Nieltopp, William Lyons, and 
Charles Freeman, was my great grandfather, 
Andrew Slover.  At the time the photograph 
was taken, he and my great granny, Mary 
Creed Slover, were living at 417 Conover 
Street, in a home they had built only a few 
years earlier.  Their oldest child and only 
daughter, Maggie, was 10 years old, with 
only 14 years of life to live.

Born in 1894, Maggie’s best friend 
would naturally have been Emma Kurtz of 
the same age, who lived next door.  I have a 
small photo of them standing in front of the 
“Slover house,” the same house in which I 
had spent most of my early years. Wearing 
their “Sunday best,” and smiling shyly into 
the camera, they appeared to have been 
around 16 years of age.  If so, Maggie had 
only 8 years of life to live.

Sadly, I know very little about my pa-
ternal grandmother. I had missed years of 
opportunity to ask her best friend, Emma 

Kurtz Lonseth, mother of Evelyn Lonseth 
Burkard, and grandmother to my cousins, 
Louise and Lynne, who had lived just two 
doors up the street.  I also had missed the 
chance of asking our neighbor, Julie Kurtz 
Croddick, Emma’s younger sister, when 
she had told me how much I had reminded 
her of my grandmother.  Now, it’s too late 
to ask anyone.

I also know very little about my paternal 
grandfather, John, except that he was 9 years 
older than Maggie and exceptionally hand-
some.  Son to James and Annie Corrigan 
Holton, he had been raised in a house on upper 
Wilmont Street.  His sister, Sarah, 3 years 
older than he, had married Frank Burkard 
and moved into the “Burkard house” only a 
few doors up the street.  Sarah’s son, Frank, 
was to become Tom Burkard’s father, while 
another son, Charlie, was to father Louise 
and Lynne.  It seems people in South Amboy 
years ago, especially in Mechanicsville, 
had either shared the same genetic pool, or 
were connected by marriage or generations 
of friendship.

Every so often as a child, I’d hear 
something said, almost shamefully, about 
my grandparents having lived in a boxcar 
in Melrose.  Through the years, my cousin, 
Bill Holton, son of my dad’s brother, Percy, 
and I have talked about it.  “What’s worse is 
they were squatters,” he had told me as we 
laughed many times about our family history.  
“How could they have lived in a boxcar?” I 
had asked myself numerous times over the 
years.  Now I understand, as I no longer 
judge the past by the present.

I have no idea how my grandparents 
had met.  I can only imagine John noticing 
the pretty teenager living on the next street.  
I can only imagine, too, Maggie being flat-
tered by an older man’s attentions, especially 
one so handsome.  My great granny Slover, 
though, was not flattered at all.  To her, John 
Holton wasn’t good enough for her daughter, 
and would never be.  Even so, my future 
grandmother married him anyway.  

Unlike now, there were no rental apart-
ments, so newlyweds had usually started 
their marriage by living with one set of 
parents, if not, boarding houses abounded.  
There was also another kind of housing 
prevalent in the area a century ago.  Many 
poor immigrants, usually Irish, had lived 
in make-shift shanties.  To them, it wasn’t 
disgraceful, just another step closer to the 
American dream.  So, knowing how it used 
to be, living in a converted boxcar really 
wasn’t so bad after all.

As John and Maggie began their mar-
riage in that boxcar in Melrose, my grand-
father supported his ever-expanding young 
family by working for the Gillespie Loading 
Company in Morgan, hauling explosives 
from the factory which was to be the site of 
the 1918 explosion.  My grandmother, in the 
meantime, was kept busy having one child 
after another.  First, was my Uncle Percy; next 
came my dad, Andrew, quickly followed by 

my Aunt Blanche.  When my aunt was only 
one year old, another baby came along, and 
so, too, did the Spanish Flu.  The year was 
1918, and Maggie, my grandmother I was 
never to know, was buried with her newborn 
baby.  She was just 24 years of age when life 
in the boxcar came to an abrupt end.

Margrette Slover Holton:  1894 
– 1918.

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted 
at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)



10    November ��, �008 South Amboy-Sayreville Times

OLV Senior 
Meeting/Christmas 
Party

The OLV Senior Group will hold their 
monthly meeting on Friday, December 5, 
2008 at 12 noon in Monsignor Dalton Hall. 
After a brief business meeting, the annual 
Christmas party will be held. A delicious hot 
buffet with two salads will be served along 
with dessert and coffee and tea. The price 
was this meal will be $15.00. Any interested 
senior can send a check to Ann Floersch at 12 
Nimitz Place, Sayreville, NJ 08872. Checks 
should be made out to OLV Seniors. The 
group will once again be entertained by the 
talented Patsy Palma. 

All seniors are asked to bring a non-
perishable good item for the St. Vincent 
de Paul pantry. Remember to wear your 
festive holiday clothes to make the party 
more enjoyable.

Any questions or additional information 
needed, please contact Teri at (732)727-
7639. 

Cardinal McCarrick HS held it’s annual Homecoming Dance at the Sayreville V.F.W. last month.  
Casino Royale was the theme and everyone danced the night away.  Pictured left to right 
is the 2008 Royal Count. Seniors Milton Lester (King), Natalie Calderon (Queen), Dominic 
Appiah ( Prince) and Tonya Sanchez (Princess). Juniors Christopher Ciumei (Prince), Rocio 
Perez (Princess), Sophomores Michael Smith (Prince), Alyssa Fern (Princess), Freshmen 
Nancy Garcia (Princess), Mitchell Farrell ( Prince).  (Photo by Brian Stratton)
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With A Little Help From My Friends
Local Fireman Aided In Benefit

Photo And Feature Story 
By Clem Skarzynski

Morgan Hose & Chemical's "Dawg 
House" was a sea of firemen, first aiders, 
and friends on Nov. 15th and 16th, all gath-
ered to help fellow firefighter, and my close 
personal friend, Christian 
McCarthy, who has been 
battling cancer.

Under the guidance 
of Committee Overseer 
Mr. Raniero "Rene" Trav-
siano, Committee Chair-
man John Dragotta, and 
ex-Chief Dean Anderson, 
put together the 2-day 
event to aid one of their 
bravest.

The benefit provided 
professional photo shoots 
for firemen and families by Mr. Stephen 
Malik, and Freehold Photo, two area photog-
raphers, and Mark Timinski from All-Ameri-

can Fund Raising Solutions, who provided 
various brand name mattresses and box 
springs for purchase, with proceeds going 
toward the benefit of Chris McCarthy.

D.J. Johnny B. pro-
vided the music, while vol-
unteers from Sayreville's 
Fire Departments provided 
help, and South Amboy's 
Fire Dept. stepped in to 
cover "The Dawg House" 
in case of fire call.

That's what I call 
"A Little Help From My 
Friends."  Great job, peo-
ple!  That's what we're here 
for.  With all best wishes 
to a dedicated fireman.  

Thanks Christian.  And to all of his "Friends," 
well done.

Fireman's Benefit-Pictured at the Morgan Hose & Chemical's Fireman's Benefit are (l-r) "Rene" 
Travisano, Chris McCarthy, ("Capt. Morgan" on truck), Dean Anderson, John Dragotta. 

With all best wishes to 
a dedicated fireman.
Thanks Christian.  
And to all of his 

"Friends," well done.
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Christopher Davis received a certificate of recognition from Mayor Kennedy O’Brien, the 
Boro of Sayreville Council and P.B.A. Local 98 for his act of heroism.  Michael Antico was 
not present for his certificate. (Photo and information by Nellie Malet)

December Programs

Borough Raises $8,000
The Borough of Sayreville recently held 

its first online auction and raised over $8,000.  
The auction was held by Govdeals.com from 
Oct. 2-23, and featured approximately 50 
items no longer needed or seized.  Govdeals 
received a 7 1/2 % commission, much less 
than hiring an auctioneer.  

MONDAY December 15th 
is MONDAY NIGHT AT 
THE MOVIES! Featuring 
the epic Walt Disney film 
Chronicles of Narnia: 
Prince Caspian at 6:00 pm! 
Light refreshments will be 
served. Thursday Decem-
ber 18th is the Children’s 
Holiday Party at 6:30 pm. 
We will be having yummy 
treats, listening to holiday 
music, doing a craft, and having a 

Holiday Fashion Show! Come 
Dressed to Impress to Win a 

Prize! Saturday December 
20th – Puzzle Mania for all 
ages at 2:00 pm! We will 
be playing with all sorts of 
puzzles: Sudoku, Cross-
word, Mindbenders and 
the class Jigsaw! We can’t 

wait to see you soon at the 
Sadie Pope Dowdell Library 

in South Amboy!  Contact us for 
more details at 732.721.6060

The money from seized items will be 
placed in a special fund for use by Sayreville 
Police, and proceeds from other items will 
go into the general fund.

Borough officials were very pleased 
with the success of the auction, and hope 
to have another one in the future.
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Handel's Messiah
At St. Mary's

Music at St. Mary's Concert Series 
will feature its annual Handel's Messiah on 
Sat., Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. at St. Mary's Church 
on Augusta St., South Amboy.  Saint Mary 
Chamber Orchestra and Choral Society, with 
Christopher M.C. Deibert as Conductor will 
perform timeless oratorio by Handel.

The Advent/Christmas portion of this 
work will be performed in its entirety, along 
with excerpts from the second and third parts.  
Don't miss this delightful candlelit concert, 
set in beautiful Victorian-gothic architectural 
surroundings.

Halloween Charity Party
Halloween at the home of Nick and 

Judy Kides of Sayreville is a special time. 
For the past 8 years the Kides’ have been 
holding their Charity Halloween party with 
their two children, Nicholas, 14 and Nicole, 
12 and their St. Stanislaus Kostka classmates 
along with neighborhood friends and fam-
ily.  Each year Nicholas and Nicole decide 
what charity or charities their Halloween 
party will benefit.  This year’s choice was 
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Middlesex 
County along with the Middlesex County 
Food Bank.  

Nicholas and Nicole encouraged ev-
eryone attending to bring an item that the 
charities were requesting from their “wish 
list”.  Due to the overwhelming generosity 
of their friends, it took over two tables to 
hold all the donated items.  Bear Hot Dogs 
of Bordentown Avenue, Sayreville, gave a 
monetary donation and New Jersey Party-
works, Route 35, South Amboy provided a 
Moon Bounce and Cotton Candy Machine 
at a discounted rate for the event. 

The Kides’ are always grateful to ev-
eryone that has attended their parties over 

the years and for their generous contribu-
tions.  Without them the parties wouldn’t be 
successful and rewarding as they have been. 
“Next year is going to be extraordinary” said 
Nick and Judy, “because it will be our 10th 
year”.  Our kids have already started thinking 
about who they want to help.  (Photo/Story 
Courtesy of the Kide family)
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1958-The original South Amboy Arena as it appeared when 
it opened its doors for the first time.

2008-This is how the outside of South Amboy Arena looks 
today.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Key To The City is presented by Mayor Joseph Charmello(l) to South Amboy arena owners 
William Fisler (c) and John Durnye (r) in 1958.

Big Fleet-Mary "Marie" Durnye (l) and her husband John 
Durnye (r) proudly stand near their fleet of South Amboy 
Arena buses that were used to transport skaters to and from 
the roller skating rink.

South Amboy Arena Celebrates 50th Anniversary

The South Amboy Arena was built 
in 1957 and opened in November 1958.  
Since then, millions have passed through 
its doors enjoying the friendly atmosphere 
which provided an outstanding recreational/
social outlet, as well as a fun activity and 
exercise.  

In 1945, John Durnye was discharged 
from the U.S. Army during World War II 
and received the Purple Heart.  Now 83, he 
still has shrapnel in his back from a bomb 
that almost took off his arm.  John grew up 
in Perth Amboy, and loved to skate at the 
Perth Amboy Roller Rink.  He was an avid 
roll-around skater, and learned to dance 
skate, and when he returned from the service 
and was well enough, he spent all of his 
spare money and time at the Roller Rink.  
It was there that he met the love of his life, 
Mary (Marie) Fisler, daughter of Elizabeth 
& William Fisler of South Amboy.  John 
had opened his own radiator shop in Perth 
Amboy, while William was in construction.  
John and Marie courted for 3 years and were 
married in 1948.  John eventually started 
doing carpenter work with his father-in-law 
Bill, and together they built numerous homes 
in South Amboy and Sayreville.

John and Bill found a piece of prop-
erty on the corner of N. Stevens Ave. & 
Sixth St. in South Amboy, and rather than 
building more homes, they realized that the 
Perth Amboy Roller Rink had been closed 
since 1949, and decided to build the South 
Amboy Arena.  The men broke ground for 
a family business that is now celebrating its 
50th Anniversary.  The Grand Opening was 
held on Nov. 29, 1958, 10 years after Marie 
& John married.

Back in the early days of South Amboy 
Arena, it had regular every day/weekend 
skaters.  Parents would drop off their children 
for a day of skating, go do their shopping 
or cleaning, and come back for them at the 
end of the day, while some parents stayed 
and watched or even skated.

There was a professional skating staff, 
that produced a skating club which took titles 
at Invitational, State, Regional, and National 
events, winning top medals and trophies.  
South Amboy Arena put on yearly shows, 
and Jeannie Durnye, who was 4 years old, 
when the first show was held, recalled "I was 
the hit of the show when I went out onto the 
floor in my "China Doll" costume and went 
off the floor crying because I forgot my rou-
tine."  The shows were major productions, 

especially 50 years ago, and considering that 
all of the work was done by volunteers from 
the Volunteer Club Parents to raise money to 
send the best skaters to the National Events.  
The show ran about 3 hours and was held 
3-5 nights every year.

By 1960, John Durnye was honored with 
the "Big Wheel" Highest Achievement Skate 
Salesmanship Award.  The Arena was always 
praised for its staff, disciplined atmosphere 
and cleanliness.  There was always some-
thing happening at South Amboy Arena, 
and so many Skate-A-Thons were held for 
great charities such as Muscular Dystrophy, 
the Heart Fund, Cystic Fibrosis and others,  
such as,  School fitness skating parties, scouts 
earning badges, church parties, PTA's earn-
ing money by having fund raisers.

South Amboy Arena also hosted numer-
ous competitive events including the yearly 
"Thanksgiving Invitational" that lasted 4 
days, Thanksgiving thru Sunday, starting at 
5 a.m., and running to midnight.  The State 
and Regional Championships were also held 
here.  In 1969, John bought out father-in-law 
Bill, and shortly thereafter expanded the 
arena with a 40 x 200' ft. addition, totaling 
140' x 200' now, with an upstairs balcony, a 
TV lounge for parents, 2 pool tables, rest-
rooms, and the "Arena Room" upstairs in the 
back where the pros could give instruction 
during public sessions in private.  Below 
the Arena Room was a "Beginner's Rink" so 
parents could walk with their small children 
who were just learning to skate.  Years later, 
it was taken over for larger birthday party 
space, and later by 8 miniature Bowlingo 
lanes.  Now parents could bowl with bocce 
balls while children skated.

In '71, the Arena was honored to host 
the final National Championships held in a 
roller rink.  There were 2 roller skating as-
sociations which merged, and national events 
after 1971 would be held in large coliseums.  
I had the distinction of being crowned New 
Jersey Skate Queen in 1972.

The South Amboy Arena also par-
ticipated with skaters on floats in South 
Amboy parades, and also was featured in an 
exhibition at Madison Square Garden called 
"Space Odyssey."  The large speed skating 
team had great coaches, and Michael Durnye 
skated artistic, figures, dance & freestyle as 
a single skater, in mixed pairs and also fours.  
Michael won numerous titles over the years, 
and as an adult went on to coaching speed, 
where he developed one of the best Speed 

teams in the country, which broke records.  
My sister, Ronnie and I both skated figures 
and free style, and as teens excelled in 
Dance Skating.  I turned pro and taught for 
some time, however it was more interesting 
to promote and build the business they all 
grew to love.

The Durnyes purchased Jackson Bowl-
ing Lanes in 1978, and changed the name 
to Jackson Skating Center in Jackson, NJ.  
In 1984, they opened a roller rink in Con-
necticut and named it Waterbury Skating 
Center, Inc., and that's when they took the 
trade name Rollermagic Roller Rinks.  In '86, 
the family purchased a rink in Depew (near 
Buffalo), NY, to be named Depew Skating 
Center, Inc.  Another facility was available 
in Hyde Park, NY, which was named Hyde 
Park Rollermagic Skating Center, Inc.  This 
Skating Center was located near Poughkeep-
sie and Roosevelt's Mansion.

Roller skating became a huge social/
recreational past time from 1979-85 with 
the "Disco/Shuffle" craze.  Arenas were 
packed from Friday through Sunday with 
literally thousands enjoying their time on 
skates.  In the '80's, the teen crowd grew 
so large that South Amboy Arena started 
"Overnight Sk8," and the first one was held 
on Dec. 31, 1984, with a  turnout of 700 
skaters.  Parents actually stopped me in the 
streets of South Amboy to say 'thank you' for 
giving their children a safe place to spend 
New Year's Eve.

South Amboy Arena also owned a fleet 
of 8 buses to transport children.  Rising bus 
insurance and special licenses forced the 
Durnye family out of running their own 
buses.  Most of the buses were then donated 
to Cub Scouts and camps they dealt with on 
a regular basis.

Many people probably remember the 
"Beach Parties," "Maui Wowie Hawaiian 
Luau," "Make Your Own Pizza Parties," an so 
many other great fun times at the Arena.  The 
Halloween parties averaged 700 people.

There were so many schools and 
churches coming out monthly including the 
Englishtown School System which brought 
10 bus loads of kids on the 3rd Friday each 
month, St. Joseph's of Keyport, Baptist 
Churches,  Assembly of God Churches, St. 
James of Woodbridge, Sacred Heart from 
Staten Island, and the Jehovah Witnesses.

In '89, the Durnyes took on another fail-
ing roller rink.  They named Eastern Hills 
Skating Center, only  6-7 miles from Depew 
Skating Center, in NY.  In 1992, they leased 
another rink in Waterbury, CT named 5 D's 
Skating Center, Inc. after the five Durnyes.  
Their final addition was Warwick Rollerma-
gic Skating Center, which was added to the 
family in 1993.

In the mid 90's Roller Hockey was really 
popular, and South Amboy Arena skated up 
to 60 teams a week, including kids, teens and 
adult, all slated at different times.  They even 
installed bullet proof hockey glass to protect 
spectators, as the league wanted to use the 
puck and not the ball.  As roller hockey de-
clined, the glass came down and the Arena's 
focus was on groups, birthday parties and 
getting regular roll-around skaters back skat-
ing all weekend long again, and building up 
the Summer Camp Skating Program.

The "In" thing now besides having a 
birthday party during the public session is 
"Private" birthday parties for your guests 
only!  Little kids love it, especially with 
"Roller Roo" or "Kooky A Bird" making a 
visit, along with Sweet 16 parties, leading 
up to Surprise parties for adults turning 21, 
30, 40, even 50!  Private Communions, 
Graduations, and Business Parties are also 
taking off now.

It's been 10 years now since we cel-
ebrated 40 years for the Rink and 50 years 
for mom & dad, however, you will not see 
mom at this party except in pictures, spirit 
and our hearts, as she passed away on her 
79th birthday, Aug. 6, 2005.  She was still 
working with us 2-3 mornings each week, 
and we miss her dearly.  We also want to give 
special mention to our Secretary Elizabeth 
"Betty" Thomson (started out in the snack bar 
and selling tickets while her children were 
skating) who worked with us for 21 years, 
and passed away on Dec. 4, 2005.  Also the 
families of Andy DeVito, Anna Meszaros, 
Terry Huryk, John Kontra, Ernest Franklin, 
just to mention a few.

Old staff members and their families, 
club skaters and their families, and old rink 
regulars and their families are welcome to 
join the Durnyes at South Amboy Arena 
for an "Open House" 50 Golden Years of 
Roller Skating Anniversary Party on Monday 
evening, Dec. 1 (snow date Tues. Dec. 2) 
from 6-9 p.m.  If you have ever been here, 
come back.  FREE admission, candy, cake, 
cookies, coffee & tea and Pepsi.  Spread the 
word.  We can't find everyone, no one is to 
be missed, no invitation needed.

The celebration will also feature skating 
music of the 50's thru present hits, Christmas 
Sing a Long Skate, Country Music along 
with updated modern organ music for the 
still skating seniors.  The present Skating 
Club will put on a short exhibition, along 
with a Roller Derby demonstration by the 
Jersey Shore Roller Girls.  There may also 
be an antique car or two.  Bring the whole 
family, along with skating memorabilia and 
pictures you may have of your skating times 
at South Amboy Arena.  

By Jean Durnye
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Newly elected members of Our Lady of Victories Student Government Executive Board: 
(L to R) Treasurer-Ian DiGuilio, Secretary-Katie Latham, Fr. Michael Krull, Vice-President-
Sarina Dinardo, President-Julianne Cornell. (Photo courtesy of OLV school)
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50th Year Reunion Jam-Roger Johnson and three members of his original "Roger Johnson 
and The Hubcaps" got together for a 50th Year Reunion Jam on Oct. 23rd.  Pictured (l-r) 
Johnson, Frankie Josnie, Ed "Whitey" Dill, Craig Davis.  (Photo by Clem Skarzynski)

Century Productions closed its doors for the final time on November 2nd, after 38 fantastic 
years at its Washington Road location in Sayreville.  (Photo by Clem Skarzynski)  

Rumbles From The '98 Rock 'N' Roll 
Reunion

By Clem Skarzynski

Hey rock 'n' rollers, Thurs., Oct. 23rd 
was a momentous day in local rock 'n' roll, 
when a 50/50 of rock 'n' roll history took 
place right here in beautiful downtown South 
Amboy.  I, the writer was invited (As an 
honorary member of this area's 1st garage 
band, "Roger Johnson and The Hubcaps) to 
their 50th year reunion jam, when original 
keyboardist Mr. Craig Davis and his beautiful 
wife Jean cam up to Jersey to attend their 
50th year Sayreville HS Reunion, with Roger 
and his wife Marlene.

Original Hubcaps members, guitarist 
Mr. Eddie "Whitey" Dill and superb sax 
man, Frank Josnie were there to belt out 1 
1/2 hours of The Hubcaps original set lists.  
Mr. Frankie Dill provided the percussion 
to fill out the "Rockin' 50's Music" that 
the original Hubcaps did back in '58.  The 
electricity was there.  Craig Davis belted 
out the 50' style piano that only someone 
"who's been there" could do.  Roger, Ed-
die, Frankie Josnie, and "Frankie Boy" Dill 
followed along with a "togetherness" that 
only a band that's been together for 50 years 
could achieve, and pass along that "magic" 
to myself and "Frankie Boy," to round out 
the sound.  It was "magic."

Many thanks to Roger and the boys for 
having me there to share in the jam with 
the "local guys who started it all."  Here's 
to another 50!

On Sunday, Nov. 2nd, Clifton, NJ gui-
tarist and bassist, Mr. Rick Jackson, joined 
Rockdaddys' vocalist/guitarist Frannie Fee, 
myself and North Jersey rockers, drummer 
Randy Barberi, and keyboard man Bob 
Bornemann at my basement jam to rock out 
with a host of The Rockdaddys' set list.  Felt 
like old times.  Now gotta get Tim & Emmie 
here too!  That'll happen.  Stay tuned.

And, of most importance, on Sunday, 
Nov. 2nd, the legendary Century Productions 
Recording Studio closed its doors after 38 
years at its 171 Washington Rd. location 
in Sayreville.  Mickey "Megaton" Yannich 
and absolutely charming wife Chrissie, have 
moved its operations to their home in Mor-
ganville, NJ to finish work on The Rascals 

Reunion Show DVD, and other projects, 
then (For the really heartbreaking news) will 
be movin' South to their permanent location 
in Florida come next June.  Lots and lots of 
recording history goin' with them.  Walking 
thru the studio for my last time brought back 
lots of memories.  If those studio walls could 
talk.  Can't though.  Too many pics on the 
walls of the elite "Who's Who" in the world 
of music and rock 'n' roll.

Bon Jovi's "Slippery When Wet" album 
was born there.  Along with countless artists 
and acts of our generation.  From the 50s' to 
the present, they've been in the hallowed "pit" 
at Century Productions.  Hey, even this rock 
star wannabee strummed his 6-stringer thru 
the boards and onto the 2-inch Ampex tape!  
(Wow, showin' my age).  It's all computer 
ruled now!  Like I said, what history!

There will be mementos of the studio 
available if you local rock 'n' rollers are 
interested.  I'll let yas' know.

To Mickey, Chrissie, Mike and Bobby 
Lee.  Thanks for the hospitality and making 
Sayreville the home of the legendary studio 
for 38 years.  We'll always be in touch.

Till the next riff.  Be well rockers.

#1 Pop Hits On Nov. 
22
2001-Family Affair-Mary J. Blige
1997-Fly-Sugar Ray
1980-Lady-Kenny Rogers
1974-Whatever Gets You-John Lennon
1963-Deep Purple-Nino Tempo & April 
Stevens
1958-Tom Dooley-The Kingston Trio

#1 Country Hits On 
Nov. 22
1995-Check Yes Or No-George Strait
1986-You're Still New To Me-Marie Os-
mond
1970-Fifteen Years Ago-Conway Twitty
1963-Love's Gonna Live Here-Buck Ow-
ens
1959-Country Girl-Faron Young

Music Trivia
House/Home

By Tom Burkard
1.__Haunted House a.Talking Heads
2.__The House Of The Rising Sun b.The Commodores
3.__Sweet Home Alabama c.Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young
4.__Homeward Bound d.The Four Lads
5.__Our House e.Aretha Franklin
6.__Come Home f.Simon & Garfunkel
7.__Burning Down The House g.Motley Crue
8.__Brick House h.Cinderella
9.__The House Of Blue Lights i.Lynyrd Skynyrd
10._The House That Jack Built j.Gene Simmons
11._The House With Love In It k.Chuck Miller
12._Home And Dry l.Gerry Rafferty
13._Home Of The Brave m.The Animals
14._Home Sweet Home '91 n.Jody Miller
15._Coming Home o.The Dave Clark Five

Answers
1j 2m 3i 4f 5c 6o 7a 8b 9k 10e 11d 12l 13n 14g 15h.

Tim Gillis Concert 
In Sayreville

Popular Country Western band, Tim Gil-
lis will perform in concert starting 7:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, Dec. 4, at the Senior Center, 
Main St., Sayreville.  The event is sponsored 
by The Cultural Arts Council of the Borough 
of Sayreville.  Admission is FREE, with light 
refreshments, and all ages are welcome.   For 
more info call 732-257-6510. 

Sacred Heart 8th graders present the colors at the school’s annual Veteran’s Day celebration. 
(Photo courtesy of Sacred Heart School)



South Amboy-Sayreville Times November ��, �008   1�

High School Sports
By Tom Burkard

(As of Nov. 9)

Football
Sayreville (7-2) Sayreville is one of the 

finest clubs in the county, and should fare 
well in state tourney play, if healthy.  Javon 
Hodges, Matt Gruytch and quarterback Mike 
McLafferty have recently put points on the 
board for the Big Blue.

Cardinal McCarrick (1-7) Quarterback 
Jesse Stone and Brenton Widgeon have 
excelled all season for the Eagles, who are 
also getting some fine play from Jose Ruiz, 
John Radich and Jarrett Stone.
Boys Soccer

South Amboy (13-6) Coach Tony Gon-
salves' Guvs have had a tremendous season.  
Led by high scoring Rusty Shamborovsky, 
SA has also received plenty of offense 
from Christian Geant, David Tucka, Rob 
Musialek, while Dylan Brown has excelled 
as goalie.

Sayreville (10-9) Superstar junior Kene 
Eze led the Bombers with 24 goals and 8 
assists.  He is Sayreville's all-time leader in 
goals scored.  Kyle Santos, Fred Kolenovic 
and Nuno Costa also notched goals in the 
last couple games.  Mitchell Pokrywa and 
Jake Ryan split the goalie duties, and per-
formed well.

Cardinal McCarrick (2-12) Soph Em-
manuel Caspa impressed late in the season, 
as did Jaramillo and Wasczuk.
Girls Soccer

Sayreville (14-5) It was an excellent 
year for the Bombers, who received lots of 
late season scoring from Amanda Mathisen, 
Jolise Aponte, Heather Roy, Sarah Barnes, 
and Craig, while Allie Cuozzo and Kristi 
Drake handled the goalie chores.

South Amboy (11-8) Casey Jukus, Au-
drey Gagnon, Rebecca English, Hannah Ri-
ley, Kaitlyn Hubbard and Courtney Bouchard 
had strong finishes for the '08 season. 

Cardinal McCarrick (10-8-1) Coach Jeff 
Sprague's club turned in another respectable 
season.  Amanda Murray and Sarah Balon, 
and Bongiovanni all scored in the last 3 
games, and Emily Murray excelled at the 
goalie post throughout 2008.
Girls Tennis

Sayreville (19-5) One of the finest ten-
nis programs in the county, the Bombers 
featured Tanasia Wilson, Jessica Kitrys, 
Sonya Shah, Sheena Shah, Fallon Conry, 
Sanzana Faroque, Libby Volodina, Monica 
Khatari, Bansari Trivedi, Regina Strugala, 
Shiveli Patel, and Noor Ansari.

Cardinal McCarrick (8-8-1) The Lady 
Eagles turned out one of the finest girls teams 
in recent years.  Top players toward the end 
of the campaign were Jessica Costa, Jessica 
Hartland, Alanna Cholewa, Nicole Korinka 
and Ji Yuwon. 

South Amboy (1-15) It was a tough 
season for the Lady Guvs, who received 
quality end of season performances from 
Diane Dzioba, Brittany Larkin, Kaitlyn 
Peterson, Gaby Stajek, Kylee Malkiewicz, 
Mary O'Connor and Stephanie Sirna.
Field Hockey

Sayreville (7-10-1) Top performers over 

the last 5 games of the year were: Chantel 
King, Danielle Hoyte, Lanie Andrews, Katie 
Dovidauskas, and Chrissy Deleto.
Boys Cross Country

South Amboy (6-3) Coach Fred Henry's 
top speedsters over the last 3 meets included 
Matt Richmond, Kyle Septor and Connor 
Anderson.

Sayreville (4-5) Nick Pizzi, Stephen 
Bisaha, Terrence O'Connor and Sean Hul-
ligans were the Bombers' best.

Cardinal McCarrick (3-5) Coach Ed 
Twomey's top runner was Gerard Piccolo-
mini, while Ryan Kelly and John Costello 
also turned in strong showings.
Girls Cross Country

Sayreville (6-2) The talented Bombers 
were paced by Shannon McKenna, Erin 
Fitzgibbons, and Katie Seaman.

South Amboy (8-4) Aubrey Deloe, 
Nicole Acosta and Ashley Tackman topped 
the Lady Guvs in their last few meets.

Cardinal McCarrick (1-5) Joanna Pru-
mos, Sydney Ransom, promising freshman 
Shayna O'Connor and Sandra Musialek were 
Coach Lynn Ust's best runners in '08.

McQuade Leads 
Ahr

Sayreville's Ashley McQuade captured 
1st place on the Uneven Bars, 2nd All-
Around, and 3rd on the Vault to lead the state 
perennial power, Bishop Ahr to the North II 
Sectional gymnastics title.  Congratulations, 
Ashley!

State Tourney Results

GMC Cross Country Championships

Correction
In School Sports, Girls Cross Country, 

last month, Shayna O'Connor of Cardinal 
McCarrick, was incorrectly mentioned as 
Shaine Williams.  Shayna had a fine season 
as a freshman runner, and should be a great 
asset to the Lady Eagles in the future.

Sorry for the error from our sources, 
Shayna.  

Field Hockey
Middletown North eliminated Sayre-

ville, 6-0 in North 2 Group IV quarterfi-
nals.  
Boys Soccer

Hunterdon Central (17-0-1) stopped 
the Bombers of Sayreville, 5-0 in CJ Group 
IV action.

South Amboy, the #1 seed in CJ Group 
I, pounded Piscataway Tech, 5-2 in the quar-
terfinals.  Christian Geant blasted in 2 goals 
and had an assist, while Rusty Shamborovsky 
scored a goal and notched 3 assists.  Dave 

Tucka and Rob Musialek scored a goal apiece 
for the Governors.

The Purple & Gold lost a heartbreaking 
3-2 match to South River in the semis.  Diego 
Cuello and Shamborovsky scored for SA.
Girls Soccer

Colts Neck nipped Sayreville, 3-2 in 
CJ Group IV action.  Amanda Mathisen and 
Jolise Aponte scored for the Bombers.

Point Pleasant Beach  knocked South 
Amboy out in first round CJ Group I play, 
2-0.

In the Greater Middlesex Conference 
Cross Country Championships, Sayreville 
finished 13th, South Amboy 21st, and 
Cardinal McCarrick 22nd in the boys divi-
sion, while in the girls, Sayreville copped 
10th place and South Amboy came in 18th 
overall.   

The following lists locals and the or-
der they finished in the Greater Middlesex 
Conference Cross Country Championships.  
The schools are identified as Sayreville (S); 
Cardinal McCarrick (CM); South Amboy 
(SA).
Boys

24-Nick Pizzi (S) 62-Sean Hullings 
(S) 72-Matt Richmond (SA) 92-Gerard 
Piccolomini (CM) 93-Kyle Septor (SA) 

100-Terrance O'Connor (S) 101-Ryan Kelly 
(CM) 110-Dan Perone (S) 114-Connor An-
derson (SA) 115-Conor Brophy (S) 116-John 
Costello (CM) 126-Eric Perone (S) 132-Os-
car Reyes (S) 150-James Nizolek (CM) 151-
Robert Clayton (CM) 153-Richard Baumann 
(CM) 160-Ryan Lange (CM) 161-Chris Ikan 
(SA) 162-Robert Burns (SA). 
Girls

10-Erin Fitzgibbons (S) 11-Shannon 
McKenna (S) 69-Kathryn Seaman (S) 82-
Janice Fronter (S) 86-Rebecca Serrano (S) 
87-Aubrey Deleo (SA) 96-Kristi McKenzie 
(S) 101-Joanna Prumos (CM) 106-Sydney 
Ransom (CM) 110-Shayna O'Connor (CM) 
118-Kim Richmond (SA) 123-Nicole Acosta 
(SA) 124-Alice Chiu (SA) 130-Sandra Mu-
sialek (CM) 131-Bridget Winkler (SA). 

Can you think of 
a good caption 
for this photo?
Email it to us at 
satimes@aol.
com, we may 
publish a few 
of them next 
month..

(Photo by Brian Stratton)

Bombers Advance
The Sayreville Bombers football club 

opened the first round of the CJ Group IV 
State Tourney with a 27-21 win over Colts 
Neck.  The score was tied at 14-14 with 
11:52 left in the contest, when Sean Callahan 
blocked a Colts Neck punt and ran it back for 
an 11-yd. TD.  Later, with the score 21-21, 
James DeMild recovered a fumble on the 
Colts 12, and 2 plays later, Javon Hodges 
raced into the end zone from 4-yards out to 
win it.  DeMild also had a 7-yd. TD reception 
from Mike McLafferty, and Matt Gruytch 
scored on a 1-yd. TD.

Rosario Transfers
Sophomore Vince 

Rosario is a member of 
the Central Connecticut 
State University men's 
basketball team this 
season.  Last year as 
a freshman, he was 
the valuable 6th man for 
Stonehill College (Mas-
sachusetts). He was the team's 4th leading 
scorer with 309 points, 9.7 avg., playing in 
22 minutes per game.  He was #2 with (71) 
3-point field goals, and #1 in 3-point Field 
goal percentage, .418.  Rosario was selected 
to Northeast-10 Rookie Team.  Vince, at 
5-10, 160 lbs., is the smallest player on the 
Central roster, but will definitely be a big 
asset to his new team.

Vince Rosario is St. Mary's/Cardinal 
McCarrick's All-Time leading scorer with 
1,946 points, and holds the school record 
for 3-point field goals in a season (131), and 
in a career (287).  He was a 2-time All-Area 
1st Team selection, and 2nd Team All-State 
pick, while playing for the Eagles.
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From The Sports Archives
The Local Sports Memory Machine By Tom Burkard

T.H.E. 
Game

Glory Days in
Local Sports

1953-This talented Sayreville Bombers basketball team finished at (16-6).  Pictured bottom 
row (l-r) Coach John Gutkowski, J. Callahan, Charlie Kolb, Dave Ritter, Stan Kojkowski, 
Joe Rudy, Bob Kurczeski.  Top row (l-r) J. Marcinczyk, Leo Farley, Ed Chmielewski, Bob 
Shorosky, Ed Prysak, Bill Keenan.

1943-Woodbridge hammered 
the Sayreville football team, 48-
24.  Quarterback John Wortley 

fired a 10-yd. TD pass to Ted 
Gutkowski, who scored 2 

TD's.  Doug Sprague and Rufus 
Anderson scored a touchdown apiece for 
the Bombers. 1958-Matawan ripped Hoff-
man boys' basketball squad, 72-59.  Denny 
White topped the Guvs with 18 points, while 
Dave Inman scored 17 and Tom Adams 10.  
1963-The Sayreville Bombers football team 
mauled Metuchen, 34-12 at the "Homecom-
ing Day" game.  John McCarthy scored 2 
touchdowns, Ed Heffernan fired a 29-yd. TD 
pass to Don Andrejewski, John Karlowitz 
connected on a 26-yd. TD aerial to Stan 
Gutkowski, and Bob Kess added a 2-yd. 
touchdown run.  Bill Lehnert booted 3 extra 
points and Karlowitz ran for an extra point.  
1972-St. Mary's trounced Perth Amboy St. 
Mary's, 96-66 in boys' hoops.  Rich Krzy-
zanowski poured in 22 points and grabbed 
16 rebounds.  Austin O'Malley scored 21,  
soph Joe Kolakowski had 5 points and 19 
rebounds, Mark Clark tossed in 18, Ray 
Lasko 11 and Jeff Sprague 10. 1984-Hoffman 
girls' basketball club steamrolled over Green 
Brook, 72-15.  Nancy Garsick led the way 
with 19 points, followed by Barbara McCabe 
17, Kim Reick 12, Tammy Schaber 11 points.  
1993-Hoffman's girls cross country flew by 
Dunellen, 15-50.  Cara Toscano finished 1st 
in 23:09, Hanna Glomska was 2nd in 24:13, 
followed by 3rd place Jessica English, and 
4th Kristen Henry.  2002-Cardinal McCar-
rick thumped JFK, 57-32 in girls' hoops.  
Meghan Langan topped all scorers with 
19 points.

Year-1981
Sport-Soccer
Teams-St. Mary's vs. Hoffman in the 
City Series.
Recap-The Guvs trailed 2-0, but battled 
back on goals by Frank Wahler and Tim 
Moskal to salvage a 2-2 tie with the Saints.  
Moskal also added an assist.  Dennis Foerter 
and Pat Slattery scored a goal apiece for 
the Eagles.
MVP-Tim Moskal, Hoffman Governors.

Great Team!  The 1963-64 St. Mary's Eagles basketball team, one of the finest in school 
history with an (18-5) record reunited at the Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary's High School 
Hall of Fame Induction/Dinner in October.  Pictured (l-r) Rich "Ish" Ambroziak, John "Jake" 
Kukulski, Ray Selover, Bob "Bulbs" Kukulski, John "Jay" Derent, Vince Wisniewski, and 
Coach Luke Lenahan.  Most of the players came out to pay tribute to their teammate Jay 
Derent, who was inducted into the Hall of Fame.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)   

45 Years Ago
1963-Sabres Sweep North Brunswick
The South Amboy Sabres Pop Warner 

football Midgets team topped North Bruns-
wick, 14-0 on touchdown runs of 2 yards 
and 63 yards by speedster Pat McDonough.  
Fred Poli rushed for 2 extra points.

The Sabres Pee Wees pounded North 
Brunswick, 26-0.  Bruce "Bucky" Buckie-
wicz raced for 3 TD's on runs of 20, 8, and 
12 yards, while Ray Downs fired a 50-yard 
touchdown strike to his brother Tom Downs.  
Ray also ran for an extra point.

'64 Record Breakers
St. Mary's talented 1963-64 basketball 

team members shattered several individual 
scoring records.  Jay Derent, a 1st Team 
All-County selection, and Parochial Schools 
All-State performer, broke the following 
records: Marty Metzger's (403) points in a 
season by scoring (434); Jerry Gorczyca's 
career mark of (310) field goals; Bob "Don" 
"Pep" Bennett's season mark of (150) field 

goals, by connecting for (156); Tom Farrell 
and Marty Metzger's record of (115) free 
throws made.

Derent also set a new record for playing 
in (80) career games for the Eagles.

Joe Chodkiewicz set the rebound record 
for a season with (595), and Richie "Ish" 
Ambroziak broke Jack Kreiger's assist record 
of (188), by racking up (190). 

A SOUTH AMBOY THANKSGIVING 
FOOTBALL STORY

By Henny Conroy “The Ghost”                 

There I was one long ago Winter Sun-
day afternoon hunched over in the Lions 
Den with Root Beer and Woody watching a 
Washington Redskins vs. New York Giants 
NFL football game, and I made the, what I 
thought, pithy comment that it was a good 
thing that the Redskins quarterback and 
South River’s own Joe Theissman (rhymes 
with Heisman) wasn’t Catholic or he might 
very well be sitting next to us watching 
the game on the fuzzy television screen 
instead of prancing around and through the 
then hapless Giant defense. No one reacted 
to my remark, so I thought I should have 
added that if he was Catholic he may very 
well have gone to Saint Mary’s High School 
in town, and since we didn’t have a football 
team, that would have put a serious crimp 
in Scramblin’ Joe’s big time football pipe 
dreams. But, I just let it slide.

Now, years and years later, I realize that 
I was totally off the beam in my thinking that 
day, and I did deserve to be ignored, because 
we did have football in town in those days 
and a brand of football that could put all those 
high school boys to shame: TWO HAND 
TOUCH STREET FOOTBALL

Let’s face it,  anybody can play foot-
ball being supervised by adults, protected 
with shoulder pads and knee pads, wearing 
an industrial strength jock and over sized 
helmet on a fragrant, flat expanse of well 
tended turf; however,  it takes a real man 
to streak up and down a heavily traveled 
commercial roadway in a pair of slick soled 

Father and Son Chukka Boots and a flimsy 
pair of Robert Hall gabardine school slacks, 
tentatively tossing  a JC Higgins balloon 
like football  under high tension electrical 
wires that are angrily batting down any pass 
elevated high enough to travel more than 
two car lengths. 

 Today’s typical neighborhood street 
is filled with slim Japanese compacts with 
no bumpers, plastic rear view mirrors, and 
rounded off, no frill fenders and may not 
present much in the way of  an impediment 
to today’s  “cut to the driveway down and 
out” street football wide receiver, but col-
liding face to grill with the business end of 
a 1957 Buick Delta 88’s front bumper on a 
“I’ll fake it to you at the telephone pole, then 
shoot passed the parked cars” fly pattern”,  
left more than one aspiring Kyle Rote spitting 
chrome flecked blood into his post-game, 
supper time meatloaf. 

Which brings us to a final contempla-
tion:  except for the Thanksgiving games 
that were played in the steel gray of a lazy 
November Thursday afternoon, these games 
were started around 4:30 pm in the middle 
of your normal Winter weeknight , after 
you did your paper route and faked doing 
your homework, so a game that began as the 
sun set over the corner store, ended darkly 
and dramatically under the flickering of the 
glorious street lights as your mother called 
you in for supper.

That’s football!

St. Mary's great basketball stars and co-captains of one of the best teams in history, the '69 
Eagles, Jim McCloud (l) and Mark Bratus (r) still look like they could shoot the lights out.  They 
are pictured at the Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary's Hall of Fame Induction/Dinner.  Thanks for 
the memories guys!  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Fran Fitzmorris (l), who starred for the Eagles in both baseball and basketball in '65, meets 
one of his heroes, Johnny O'Brien (r), who excelled at St. Mary's, and went on to become 
the first NCAA basketball player in history to score 1,000 points in a season.  (Photo by 
Tom Burkard)

83 Years Ago
1925-The South Amboy High School 

basketball team consisted of William "Bill" 
Kurtz, Lamont Ingram, Martin Crane, Everitt 
Sheppard, Eddie Primka, Fred Holman, Ed-
die Ferguson, Oscar Reiner, Allen, and 
Sammy Faffer.

Michaels Was 
Super

Tommy "Red" Michaels 
was one of the finest 
all-around athletes 
ever to come out 
of  Sayrevi l le 
High School.  In 
1957, as a ju-
nior, he topped 
the county in 
touchdowns 
with 17, and 
points with 105.  
His 99-yard TD run tied the school record.  
He scored 10 TD's in '58, tying for #1 in the 
county, and was #2 in points with 70.  Tommy 
finished his football career with 222 points 
and 34 touchdowns, quite possibly school 
records.  He was an excellent outfielder for 
the Bombers baseball squad, and also played 
some basketball.



South Amboy-Sayreville Times November ��, �008   1�

Legends-Johnny and Eddie O'Brien, all-around athletes who starred for St. Mary's High 
School in the late 1940's, and Seattle University, are pictured in this vintage photo from the 
50's.  Following college, the twins went on to fine careers in Major League baseball.

Jack Kreiger (c) is reunited with the O'Brien Twins, Johnny (r) and Eddie (l) at the Cardinal 
McCarrick/St. Mary's Hall of Fame Induction/Dinner in October.  The O'Briens starred at 
Seattle University from 1949-53, and Kreiger played there in the 1960's.  All three were 
previously inducted into the Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary's Hall of Fame. (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

The O'Brien Twins 
Exclusive Interview Part 1

By Tom Burkard

If you've lived around South Amboy and 
Sayreville for a long time, or know anything 
about the area's overabundance of great 
athletes, including several who have become 
world renowned celebrities, you probably 
have heard of Johnny and Eddie O'Brien, 
better known as the O'Brien Twins.  

In October, the boys were back in town 
for the 1948 St. Mary's 60th Class Reunion, 
and also for the Cardinal McCarrick/St. 
Mary's High School Hall of Fame Induction.   
Once again, I was honored to have the privi-
lege of sitting down with and interviewing 
two of my heroes, Johnny and Eddie O'Brien.  
Their life stories are most interesting, so 
sit back and enjoy Part 1 of my Exclusive 
Interview, "The O'Brien Twins." 

The O'Briens started playing baseball 
at a very young age, and when asked, they 
couldn't pinpoint just how young they were, 
but recalled playing basketball for the first 
time in the eighth grade at St. Mary's.  Ed 
and John, who in their own words weighed 
under 100 pounds and were only 4 foot 11 
as freshmen, went out for legendary Coach 
Charlie Eppinger's St. Mary's jayvee basket-
ball team, and were cut, and again as sophs, 
did not make the club- that is until fate opened 
the door for the twins.  Tottenville HS was 
playing the Eagles, and they did not bring 
a jayvee team, so St. Mary's jayvees had no 
opponent.  The O'Briens were in the stands, 
and they were picked to play against their 
own jayvee team, and according to Ed, "John 
went wild!"  Eppinger added both boys to the 

jayvees, and it wasn't long before they moved 
up to varsity.  Eddie also recalled getting 4 
hits in a game as a freshman or soph, and 
when he came to bat for the fifth time, the 
umpire asked him how much he weighed, and 
said he had a bet with the other ump that he 
didn't weigh 100 pounds.  Ed said he didn't 
know what his weight was.  Johnny and Ed-
die played 4 years of varsity baseball, and 2 
full season of varsity basketball, leading the 
Saints to the state hoops championship, as 
Eddie scored the winning basket.

After high school graduation in '48, 
and no scholarship offers, they worked and 
played baseball for the legendary Briggs 
semi-pro baseball team, and were discovered 
by Al Brightman, Seattle University's coach 
while competing in the semi-pro baseball 
National World Series at Wichita, Kansas.  
This was just the beginning of a highly il-
lustrious career for the boys, who went on to 
become worldwide celebrities.   I mentioned 
to Ed and John that they were the ones to 
put Seattle University on the map back then, 
from 1949-1953 when they graduated.  John 
responded, "It was a two way street.  They 
gave us a good college education in Business 
Administration, which entered very strongly 
into things we got involved in after we left 
baseball."

The O'Brien Twins certainly made their 
marks at Seattle.  Ed said that in 3 years 
of varsity basketball, "We were (90-17).  
Everybody knew what everybody was do-
ing."  John mentioned that "We were better 

in baseball (62-14)."  The overall record for 
both varsity teams was an incredible (152-
31) during the O'Brien Rule.  Although only 
5-9, the twins played basketball like no one 
else at the time.  Johnny was the center, and  
according to Eddie, "John had a variety of 
shots and could hook left and right.  He had 
a great jump shot from anywhere in and 
around the foul line.  If they were blocking 
him up in there, he could go into the corners 
and set shoot.  There was no way to guard 
him technically because he could adjust to 
whatever the other team was doing."

Upon graduation, Johnny was the 
NCAA's #1 All-Time leading scorer with 
2,733 points, 25.8 ppg. on varsity, and an 
additional 569 points on the freshman team to 
make him the first collegiate player to score 
over 3,000 points.  He was also the first player 
to score 1,000 points in a season.  Eddie who 
probably would have set records for assists, 
finished his Seattle career with 1,237 points, 
11.7 ppg.  He said that "They didn't keep 
track of assists though."  As seniors they 
were so well-known, loved and respected 
throughout the world that they had a sec-
retary, who was hired by the University to 
answer the enormous fan mail they received 
each day.  "We had autographed pictures that 
they sent out," said Eddie.  They also made 
appearances on national TV shows such as 
"The Ed Sullivan Show," "Milton Berle," and 
"The Don O'Neill Show.  Johnny said that, 
"We never thought about our fame though.  
It goes back to South Amboy where no one 
was pretentious.  Everyone was poor, and 
everybody just did their thing.  We didn't 
think about it, getting notoriety or anything.  
Just do your thing and go along.  I think that's 
a great part of the history and charisma of 
South Amboy."

The O'Brien's went on to sign for 
$25,000 each as "Bonus Babies" with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates Major League Baseball 

Club, and their first year salary was $6,000, 
even though the minimum wage was $4,000.  
One of the Pirates owners was legendary 
singer/actor, Bing Crosby, who became a 
good friend of the O'Briens.  Johnny said 
that, "He was a down-to-earth, common 
sense kind of fellow.  We had a delightful 
time in the association we had with him.  
He was not pretentious at all.  I have about 
a dozen handwritten letters from Bing.  He 
was afraid of flying when he was married 
to Dixie, but when he married Kathy, he got 
to the point where he could fly.  One time I 
got a note from him that said, 'I'm going to 
England on "The Queen Mary" with one of 
the boys (Meaning one of his sons)."  Eddie 
recalled that, "He came three times to see 
us playing at Seattle University, and tried to 
talk us into signing with Pittsburgh, which 
we eventually did, and he never forgot us.  I 
retired in '58, and up until the year he died, I 
always received a Christmas card and present 
from him.  He was always appreciative that 
we did something for Pittsburgh." 

*Don't miss The O'Brien Twins Part 2 in 
the Dec. 20th issue of The SA Times.  You'll 
hear their memories of playing against Jackie 
Robinson, and also stories about their former 
Pirate teammates who are Hall of Famers, 
Roberto Clemente, Ralph Kiner, Branch 
Rickey,as well as much more!  
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WWW.?

See if you can join South Amboy and Sayreville's finest investigators, and identify the picture 
above.  Send your answer in to: thesatimes@aol.com.

Winners
The answer to last month's WWW.? is 

the building where Tastee Subs was located 
on Pulaski Ave., Sayreville.  Many Sayre-
ville residents called the business Andy's 
Subs, which we accepted as an answer, and 
some readers mentioned that it was once a 
business known as Targonski's Sweet Shop 
in the 1960's.

October's winners were: Marian Mills, 
Joan Golaszewski, Denise Cherney, Michele 
Wagner, Marlene Kupsch, Jeff Georgiana, 
Al Switzer, Beverly Kovacs, Phyllis Rich-
ardson, Roxanne Keegan, Dawn Roberts, 
Debbie Zakrzewski, J. Strzczynski, Jane 
Pietraszka, Ben Winkler.  Glenn Fallon 
also had the correct answer, and recalled, 
"It was Targonski's Sweet Shop, where I 
had my first vanilla soda there, made by 
Mrs. Targonski herself in the early 60's."  
Kevin Kania knew the building immediately 
because his grandmother owned it when it 
was Targonski's Sweet Shop.

There were many incorrect answers, 
and the most interesting ones included: The 
Munckee Bar, The Gay 90's, Annabelle's, 
Bill's Tap Room, Mike's Tavern, Sunnyside 
Diner, Krainski's and "A doctor on Main St. 
in Sayreville."

Late Winner-Janet Kern was a late win-
ner for the Sept. contest, correctly identifying 
the old train bridge on Feltus Street.

Church Identified-Ceil Gosford of 
South Amboy tells us that the name of the 
church that was located on Stevens Ave. and 
Second St. and is now the AOH building, 
was the Calvary Methodist Church.  Thank 
you, Ceil!

Dear Publisher,
I wish to express my appreciation to 

you, Tom Burkard and your fine newspaper, 
The South Amboy-Sayreville Times for your 
coverage of our St. Mary's HS Reunion on 
Oct. 17.  Your support of South Amboy/
Sayreville athletes/schools and people in 
general is very commendable and very much 
appreciated.  

Bringing South Amboy's New York 
Yankee, Allie Clark to our reunion to join 
with other South Amboy/St. Mary's HS 
major leaguers, Eddie and Johnny O'Brien, 
and Jack McKeon really made our reunion a 
wonderful event.  For the edification of your 
younger readers, South Amboy/SMHS Allie 
Clark helped propel the Yankees to the 1947 
World Series championship, and again in 
1948, he helped the Cleveland Indians win 
their World Series championship.

Thank you, Allie Clark, Eddie & Johnny 
O'Brien and Jack McKeon, and you Tom 
Burkard and all the SMHS classmates for 
our successful reunion.

Bill "Biff" McKeon
SMHS Class of 1950
(Formerly of South Amboy & Sayre-

ville)
Indiana

Hi Tom,
Just want to say how much I enjoy 

reading this great newspaper from cover to 
cover  each month.  One of the best things 
I did several years ago, was sending a gift 
subscription to my brother, Joe Madeline in 
Florida.  He enjoys it more than words can 
express.  Great job, and keep it going!

Bill Madeline
(Formerly of Sayreville, South Am-

boy)
Pennsylvania 

Hi Tom!
You'll remember me as Dawn Leonard.  

I just got my SA Times and saw you had 
some stuff on the closing of Shea Stadium.  
My husband and I are huge Mets fans and 
we drove from NC to be there for the entire 
closing weekend including the final game 
and ceremony.  (I won a lottery in order to 
get the tickets).  We were also able to be 
on the field itself during the singing of the 
National Anthem for the Saturday game.  
We stood right in front of the bullpen and 
watched Santana warm up.  It was very cool 
to be on the field!  Obviously is they had 
won, it would have been much better.  A lot 
of fans were pretty upset and did not stay for 
the closing ceremony (which I think should 
have been done before the game).  But, we 
stayed, and it was great to see all of the old 
players, especially Doc Gooden.  He got one 
of the biggest ovations of the day.  Seaver 
throwing the last pitch to Piazza gave me the 
chills; especially when they were walking off 
the field, and they turned off the scoreboards 
and all of the lights.

Dawn L. Leonard Micena
(Formerly of South Amboy)
North Carolina

Dear Tom,
We have recently moved, and since I 

don't want to miss a single issue of The South 
Amboy-Sayreville Times, I am submitting 
my new address and a check for $20 for my 
yearly renewal.  

I look forward to reading your excellent 
newspaper every month!  As a matter of fact, 
my sister visited me one day and started 
reading the paper.  She was so intrigued by 
all the articles that now she wants to sub-
scribe to your newspaper also.  She said it 
brought back so many memories and still 
remembers the local people in Sayreville.  
Thanks for all the work and effort you put 
into this great newspaper!

Sincerely,
Phyllis (Zonkowski) Palfy
(Formerly of Sayreville)

Dear Tom,
Enclosed is my check for $40 for (2) 

one year subscriptions.  I thought that since 
my brother, Danny O'Brien, is now retired, 
he would have plenty of time on his hands 
to read your great newspaper.  I'm looking 
forward to reading it too.

I may not live in South Amboy anymore, 
but South Amboy still lives in my heart!

Thanks Much,
Helenmae Stader Bilder
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Dear Publisher,
With the results of the provisional and 

absentee ballots accounted for, I would like 
to congratulate my Democratic running 
mate Sayreville Council-Elect Lisa Eicher 
and Republican Council-Elect Kenneth 
Kelly on their victory. I wish them the best 
of luck and it is my sincere hope that they 
work together and carry out their campaign 
promise of  reaching across party lines for 
the betterment of our Sayreville. From the 
onset of the campaign I said “my goal is not 
to defeat the Republican machine but to help 
rebuild Sayreville, it is time to begin work-
ing together and living within our financial 
means.” I pray that our residents unite and 
support all elected officials.

I would like to thank my God and my 
entire family for always giving me  forti-
tude, specially during this campaign season; 
without them I am nothing! I would also like 
to thank the entire Sayreville Democratic 
Organization (SDO) for giving me this great 
honor.  The SDO and I are grateful to all 
those that made financial contributions to 
our campaign, it is through your generosity 
that we can profess our democratic values, 
Thank you.

From the bottom of heart I would like 
to thank all the Sayreville residents whose 
belief in my work ethic, professionalism and 
business experience led to their support of 
my campaign. To the countless friends that 
proudly posted lawn-signs and opened their 
doors unto me and those who attended rallies; 
I am forever grateful. To those who voted 
for me with a smile, I thank you.

To those that altered the facts, the truth is 
the truth and nobody can change my medical 
education, my professionalism and business 
experience. The values instilled upon me by 
my parents and my Faith make it unconscio-
nable for me to lie to anyone, much less a 
government agency. Finally, to those that 
did not vote for me, thank you for giving 
me a great learning experience towards my 
future political endeavors. 

Respectfully,
Dr. Jorge “George” Gonzalez-Gomez

Lenni Lenape 
Traditions

Discover the Native American heritage 
of Cheesequake and the surrounding area.  
You'll learn about the culture, traditions and 
history of the Lenni Lenape.  The "Order of 
the Arrow" Dance Team will be on hand to 
entertain you with Native American dances.  
During the event, at the Cheesequake State 
Park Interpretive Center, you'll also learn 
about various Native American traditions 
of the era.  

Don't miss this special event at Cheese-
quake State Park, 300 Gordon Rd., Old 
Bridge, on Nov. 23 at 1 p.m.  For info call 
732-566-3208.
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Sayreville's own, Mickey Sedlak (c) is surrounded by local dignitaries who came out to 
honor him on Veterans Day at the dedication of a new sign at the Mickey Sedlak Recreation 
Center in Sayreville.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Correction from last month’s report, it 

was Blackfish that I caught a month ago on 
the Point Pleasant Canal, not Bluefish.  That 
body of water still produces a lot of Blackfish.  
More of them are keepers too!  The bag limit 
goes up to 6 fish past mid-month with a 14 
inch size limit.  Sea Bass, Porgies and Ling 
are being caught in good numbers on the 
Party boats that fish for them.  Party boats are 
jigging and clamming Striped Bass in good 
numbers as well.  There are lots of Bluefish 
mixed in.  I tried surf fishing at Spray Beach 
in LBI a month ago, catching only two small 
undersized and out of season Fluke. Surf 
fishing for Striped Bass is getting better all 
over by the day.  It’s a little better in the Bay 
at our local beaches.  I saw one Striper 15 
lbs, caught at Cliffwood beach.
Fresh Water

The State finished stocking all major 
streams in October with over 1200 large 
Trout.  The problem is low water.  I found 
this out, in mid-month when I tried to fish 
three areas, the upper South Branch, the 
Black River and ending up in the North 
Branch at Far Hills. This is where I caught 
a 14 inch Rainbow.  Later on a weekend my 
Wife and I tried the Pequest. We tried four 
spots that are usually productive.  Except for 
me losing a Rainbow about 14 inches, we 
did nothing as the water was extremely low.  
The Manasquan and the Musconetcong are 
better bets as there is more water and deeper 
pools available.  

Obituaries
Abramik, Dolores I., 77, of Morgan 

died on Nov. 7.
Boshko, Olga, 92, of Sayreville died 

on Oct. 25.
Burkard, Evelyn M. Lonseth, 86, of 

South Amboy died on Oct. 30.
Casey, John J., 69, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 8.
Delmotte, Cindy R., Appell, 43, of 

Sayreville died on Nov. 8.
Dubleski, Stella, 94, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 19.
Elardo, Carl H., 50, of Parlin died on 

Oct. 28.
Ference, Mary A., of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 8.
Ivan, Peter J., 86, of Parlin died on 

Oct. 17.
Jankech, Joan A., 74, of Morgan died 

on Oct. 30.
Karlowitz, George, 46, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Oct. 20.
Krause, Ethel C., 70, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 6.
Lawrence, John, 56, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 15.
Letts, Charlotte, 81, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Oct. 31.
Louis, Charlotte A., 79, of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 10.
Matusiak, Leon H., 77, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 16.
Molteg, Dorothy, 82, of Sayreville died 

on Oct. 27.
Morvay, Agnes, 77, of Parlin died on 

Oct. 25.
Mulligan, Christopher M., 45, of Sayre-

ville died on Oct. 29.
Nelson, Tara M., 25, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 11.
Parisen, William T., 80, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 25.
Pushkin, Eilene R., 60, of Parlin died 

on Oct. 22.
Roginski, Frank J., 89, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 18.
Romer, Fred, 78, formerly of Sayreville 

died on Nov. 11.
Skorka, John E., 84, of Sayreville died 

on Oct. 19.
Sumski, Joseph S., 80, of South Amboy 

died on Oct. 22.
Szabo, John J., 89, of South Amboy 

died on Nov. 7.
Szeles, Dorothy "Dottie," 83, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Oct. 7.
Thompson, Rose, 87, formerly of Parlin 

died on Oct. 30.
Thornton, Deacon Nicholas J., 86, of 

Parlin died on Oct. 16.
Zarobinski, Joseph T., 53, of Sayreville 

died on Oct. 28.
Zerillo, Mary, 85, of Sayreville died 

on Nov. 12.
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Troop 95 Boy Scouts from South Amboy volunteered to help reset steel plate targets at 
World Class Steel's Knock-Down Steel Match at Old Bridge Rifle & Pistol Club's Outdoor 
Range.  Shooters from several states including NJ participated in both pistol, rifle and 
shotgun knock-down steel stages.  Later, the scouts had a chance to try their skills at 
rifle & shotgun, engaging targets under the watchful eyes of certified range safety officers 
supplied by the Old Bridge Rifle & Pistol Club.  A great time was had by all!  World Class 
Steel runs this type of match twice a year at the outdoor range.  Old Bridge Rifle & Pistol 
Club is a proud supporter of scouting and also offers the scouts an opportunity to earn their 
Rifle & Shotgun Merit Badges.
Pictured kneeling (l-r) Tommy Eib, Jimmy Parse, Nick Bellanich, Zachary Scupp.  Back 
row (l-r) Frank Flagg Sr., Dave Rosenthal, Frank Flagg Jr., Kenny Eib, Alex Scupp, Jeff 
Bellanich, James Parse Sr., Robert Pulchiny, and John Harris. 
For more info about Troop 95, e-mail at: t95sa@yahoo.com or call Scoutmaster Marty 
Ruszala at 732-721-5432.  (Photo by Cathy Scupp) 

Local Historians 
Honored At
Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Public Library

Photos and Feature Story 
By Clem Skarzynski

"Tales of South Amboy-The Roaring 
20's" was the theme for the South Amboy 
Public Library's reception for preserving 
South Amboy's historical archives on Nov. 
14th.  Under the direction of Library Direc-
tor Elaine Gaber, and "The Friends of the 
Library Committee," the reception included 
a "Roaring 20's multi-media show depicting 
South Amboy during the 1920's, Freeholder 
Stephen J. "Pete" Dalina's address, a live 
auction by South Amboy Business Ad-
ministrator, Camille Tooker, who served 
as auctioneer, and refreshments, as well as 
coffee and dessert after the auction.

Mayor John T. O'Leary welcomed the 
crowd and presented awards to the evening's 
honorees, for their individual efforts and 
contributions to South Amboy's history.  Mr. 
John Vona for his beautiful oil paintings of 
the South Amboy landmarks, Bill George 
of "The Beacon," and South Amboy and 
Sayreville's knowledgeable local historian 
and Publisher of "The South Amboy-Sayre-
ville Times," Mr. Tom Burkard.  Tom's efforts 
of providing readership with local history and 
trivia, covers government, sports, landmarks 
and personal stories from both neighboring 
towns.  Readers of Tom's priceless monthly 
publication, are treated to a cornucopia of 
local history and remembrances from Tom, 
his Associate Publisher Brian Stratton, and 
his elite staff of contributing writers.  Con-
grats, Tom.  Great job! 

Publisher, Tom Burkard (c) and The South 
Amboy-Sayreville Times newspaper was 
honored by The Sadie Pope Dowdell Library 
of South Amboy for "Their role in documenting 
the history of South Amboy."  Library Director 
Elaine Gaber (l) and Mayor John T. O'Leary 
(r) presented the plaque to Tom.  

Talented South Amboy artist, John Vona (c) 
accepts his award.

Bill George of The Beacon receives his 
award.

Look for Our 
Year Ending 
Spectacular

on Newstands

Dec. 20th
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Cold Weather Exercise
Exercising outdoors in cold weather can 

be exhilarating.  Even if skiing isn't your 
all-time favorite sport, you can have just 
as much fun running, cycling, or walking 
in winter time.  Winter sunlight can revive 
your spirits, and exercise in the cool, crisp 
air can relive the stress and tension related 
to the busy holidays.

There are special considerations to re-
member for cold weather exercise.  Athletes 
may not be aware of the loss of fluids in cold 
weather, but the loss is real and potentially 
dangerous.  Athletes have similar hydration 
needs year round, but many of them simply 
don't drink enough fluids during the winter 
months.  Sports nutrition experts advise 
athletes to drink about 1 quart of non-caf-
feinated fluids for every 1,000 calories 
expended each day.  "Drink 2 cups of fluid 
2 hours before exercise and at least 4-6 
ounces of fluid every 15-20 minutes during 
exercise."  Don't overdose.  Exercise raises 
the body temperatures significantly and even 
a moderate workout can make you feel as if 
it's 30 degrees warmer.  The answer to this 
is wearing several layers of loose fitting thin 
layers of clothes.  The first layer should be 
thermal underwear made of a fabric that 
draws perspiration away from your body.  
That layer should not be cotton, as cotton 
holds moisture next to your skin and makes 
you feel cold and clammy.  Your middle 
layer should be a synthetic turtleneck and 
wool sweater.  Sweat pants or lycra tights 
worn over thermals will help keep your legs 
warm.  If precipitation is evident, your outer 
jacket should be waterproof, wind resistant, 
yet breathable.  Or for a short workout in 
dry weather, just an ordinary windbreaker 
would be suitable.

Zippers make clothes more adaptable for 
controlling the amount of air you let inn or 
for removing quickly.  Mittens are warmer 
than gloves.  Fingers resting against each 
other stay warmer than fingers separated by 
the added air surface between the fingers of 
gloves.  Headgear is important since you lose 
so much heat through your head.  Be sure 
to wear good running shoes, with enough 
support and cushion. 

Stop, Drop and Roll 

Mrs. Bernosky’s South Amboy Elementary 
School’s Kindergarten Class culminated fire 
prevention week with a visit from firefighter 
Jason Dombrowski on Friday, October 10th. 
The children were thrilled to try on his coat 
and hat. Mr. Dombrowski answered questions 
that the class had and demonstrated ways to 
stay safe. Each child received a fire safety 
coloring book. What an exciting day for our 
kinderkids! Thank you Mr. Dombrowski. 
(Photo courtesy of SA Schools)
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St. Mary's High School Reunion
Photos By Tom Burkard

Class of 1948

Class of 1949

Class of 1950

Class of 1951

Class of 1952

Multi-Class Reunion A Big Success
By Bill "Biff" McKeon

Charity, friendship and memories were the themes for the St. Mary's High School 
graduating classes of 1948 through 1952, as they celebrated the 60th anniversary of SMHS 
Class of 1948.  Mr. Bernie Cohan Class of '48, Mr. Vince Higgins '49, Mr. John Quinlan 
'50, Mr. James O'Connell '51, and Mr. Bob "Pep" Bennett and Mr. George Spiecker '52 
helped organize and coordinate this wonderful 5-year Class Reunion on Oct. 17th.  

John Quinlan, MC started the evening off with a moment of silence and a prayer for 
our departed classmates, and was followed by Bernie Cohan recalling memories about 
Sister Loretta, Sister Helena, and Sister Virginia, and asked a little trivia about "What was 
the school musical play in '48, and who was the leading lady?"  (The Student Prince, and 
Rosemary Bloodgood Kurtz  was the actress).  Rosemary smiled as Helen Britt Carroll 
and Dolores Dooling Odeolecki '48 responded.

New York Yankee Allie Clark, who was an All-State baseball player in the late 1930's 
at St. Mary's, Eddie & Jackie O'Brien, and Jack McKeon, '48, all former Major League 
baseball players/manager, autographed 10 baseballs, which were sold with the monies being 
donated to Sister Louise Gorka '50 for her charitable "Gathering Place" in Middletown, 
NJ.  Jack McKeon also donated several baseball memorabilia items for auction, including 
a Florida Marlins hat, baseballs autographed by Roger Clemens, Ivan "Pudge" Rodriguez, 
and the hottest item, a "Jack-in-the-Box," which Eddie O'Brien's wife, Terri was the winning 
bidder.  George Spiecker, outstanding SMHS athlete and now author donated 15 copies of 
his book "Jill," and Tom Burkard, publisher of The South Amboy-Sayreville Times/author, 
donated several copies of his book "Jack McKeon: Baseball, Cigars and Saint Theresa, all 
of which were sold with the entire proceeds going to Sister Louise.

Theresa O'Brien Knass '53 with husband Don from Idaho and James "Troubles" 
O'Brien '49 also flew in from Seattle, Washington with Eddie & wife Terri, Jack & wife 
Jean O'Brien.  Francis "Butch" O'Brien '53 read about the reunion in The SA Times and 
flew in from California, Marcella Quinlan Kurowsky '48 and brother John '50 flew in from 
Florida, Marilyn Baranowski Patten drove up from Georgia and Jim O'Connell drove up 
from Virginia.  To Allie Clark, who experienced surgery several weeks before the reunion, 
thank you, Allie for your friendship and loyalty to SMHS.

The evening was a successful charitable reunion, whereas Sister Louise Gorka departed 
the South Amboy Knights of Columbus Hall with $1,197.25, all donated by her friends 
and former classmates.  Sister Marilyn Grimley '50, Sister Marlene Fritz '51 and Sister 
Mary Gomolka '51 all enjoyed the evening thanks to Dr. Joan Higgins and husband Vince.  
Sister Joan Gawron '49 unfortunately was detained and unable to attend.

Friendships were renewed, memories of the old Augusta Street School, the dedicated, 
good Sisters of Mercy, and the wonderful times we enjoyed as students in St. Mary's High 
School, South Amboy, N.J. were recalled and cherished.   

Enjoying St. Mary's Multi-Class Reunion Classes 1948-1952, are (l-r) Rosemary Bloodgood 
Kurtz, her husband Roy Kurtz, and Marcella Quinlan Kurowsky.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Going Down!  A little over a month ago regular 
gasoline was over $3.50 per gallon, and 
spiraling towards $4.  It's unbelievable, but 
as of Veterans Day, regular gas was down 
to $1.99 per gallon at Delta on Broadway in 
South Amboy.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Patriotic Rosary
Our Lady of Fatima Patriotic Rosary 

will be held on Nov. 13th, 6:30 p.m. at St. 
Mary Church, to honor our veterans and 
men and women who serve in our armed 
forces.  Come and pray for our country and 
peace in the world.  For more info, call Rita 
at 732-588-5272.

Nature Hike
Cheesequake State Park will sponsor a 

Nature Walk on Nov. 30 starting at 1 p.m. 
at the Interpretive Center.  Ages 12 & up are 
welcome.  For info call 732-566-3208.

Souvenir Baseballs 
At Yankee Stadium

By Tom Burkard

Once, while at a game with the late Walt 
Rogers in the 1990's, I had the opportunity 
to greet and shake hands with Yankee great 
Bobby Murcer when he was a Yankees' 
announcer.  Also, during the '90's, visiting 
players came out to sign autographs by the 
third base dugout, and I went down and 
happened to meet a young, highly-regarded 
Cleveland Indians prospect who had been 
injured a lot, Jim Thome.  I wished him luck 
and told him to hang in there, and he would 
have a great career.  Well, he sure has, and 
probably will make the Hall of Fame one 
day.  I did see him a few years ago when he 
was playing for the Phillies and told him the 
story of when I met him at Yankee Stadium.  
He really enjoyed it.

I would be remiss if I didn't mention my 
first and only World Series Game in 2003.  We 
paid $110 for a seat, and sat almost as high up 
as you can go in back of home plate.  It was 
freezing that October in Game 2 between the 
Yankees and Jack McKeon's Florida Marlins.  
Before the game, I managed to get down near 
the box seats close to the Marlins' dugout. 
The crowd was like a mob scene, and I had 
my small 35mm camera and hoped to get a 
picture of Jack.  Keep in mind, the zoom on 
this was very limited.  Well, over the crowd, 
I screamed to Jack, and it was a miracle he 
heard me, and gave me a big wave.  Even 
more of a miracle was that the picture came 
out pretty good, and I used it in my book, 
"Jack McKeon: Baseball, Cigars and Saint 
Theresa."  Then, one of Jack's coach's, who 
had known me for a short while and became 
a good friend of mine, Jeff Cox, was running 
in, and I yelled to him just to say hello, and 
it's hard to believe, but he heard me, and 
saw me, and tossed a souvenir World Series 
baseball to me, which I caught amidst a 
throng of baseball fanatics.  Jeff signed it 
for me the next year at Spring Training in 
Jupiter, Florida. 

*If you're wondering how I remembered 
the dates, I have the ticket stubs to each game 
that I caught a ball at, and also a baseball 
card of every player who hit them, in a plastic 
ball/card holder.  
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Locals gather at the Gazebo on Bordentown Ave., South Amboy for the 91st Anniversary 
of America Needs Fatima.  They prayed the rosary for conversion and world peace.  Rita 
Priolo was Rally Captain.  People from local parishes attended the event.  There were 3,000 
locations nationwide, praying the rosary.  (Photo/information courtesy of Rita Priolo)

Young parishioner Grace McNulty enjoys 
her meal at Sacred Heart’s annual Spaghetti 
Dinner. (Photo courtesy of Sacred Heart 
School)

Our "Maine Connection," Zachary (l), now 3 1/2 years old, was a Ninja Turtle, while his 
sister Katelyn (r), who will turn 2 on Thanksgiving Day, was a princess for Halloween.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard) 

3-year old Andrew Downey looked great as 
Raggedy Andy for Halloween.  (Photo by 
Amy Downey)

Kiddie Corner
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